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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

OF THE BOROUGH OF SUSSEX 
HELD AT THE SUSSEX MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

2 MAIN STREET, SUSSEX, NJ 
MARCH 16, 2010 

 
Mayor Parrott called the meeting to order and requested the clerk to call the roll. Upon roll call, 
the following members of the Governing Body were present:  Mr. Fransen, Mr. LaBar, Mrs. Little 
Mr. Meyer, Mr. Rose, Mayor Parrott.  Absent  Mr. Dykstra.  
 
Mayor Parrott led the assembly in the flag salute and requested a moment of silence. 
 
Mayor Parrott stated “This meeting is being held in compliance with the provisions of the Open 
Public Meetings Act, P.L. 1975, Ch. 231. It has been properly advertised and certified by the 
Clerk.” 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
At this time Bob Schultz, Department of Public Works Supervisor for the Township of Hardyston 
addressed the Governing Body regarding the proposals submitted for DPW and Water/Sewer 
services.   
 
Mayor Parrott asked if all of the council had a chance to look over the two proposals and if so 
did they have any questions for Bob. 
 
Mr. Schultz stated that tonight he would go over the proposal for the operations side and then at 
a later time, if the council so chooses, he will go over the proposal regarding the actual operator. 
 
Mayor Parrott stated that the Borough is an urban town whereas Hardyston is more of a rural 
town and asked Mr. Schultz, with regard to Main Street, if they will be able to take care of taking 
the snow off of Main Street after a big snowstorm.  That is very important to us because the 
snow interferes with parking and driving on Main Street which in turn affects safety.  Currently 
our DPW comes in early in the morning to take the snow away.  He wondered if Hardyston 
would do the same. 
 
Mr. Schultz stated that the proposal that was given to the Borough is not to change any of the 
services that we have so far but to enhance what we have.  They want to be able to provide the 
same services more efficiently.  Hardyston has more of an abundance of equipment that could 
be used to help the Borough run more efficiently.  Because the Borough is more urban than 
Hardyston there will be things that they will need to learn if this Interlocal goes forward.  The 
proposal was based on the services that the Borough currently provides.  If they can do things 
more efficiently then that frees up time to do other things.   
 
Mayor Parrott stated that we don’t take the snow away after every snowfall just when it gets 
really high.   
 
Mr. Schultz stated that either the Mayor or Cathy could communicate that to him or a policy can 
be set up ahead of time, outlining how much accumulated snow would make it necessary for 
them to take it out of town.   
 
Mayor Parrott asked him how they would handle taking the snow away from fire hydrants. 
 
Mr. Schultz stated that they don’t do that in Hardyston but that it is something that they can do 
for us.   
 
Mayor Parrott stated that since we have a hospital in town it is very important that the access 
roads are a main priority when it comes to plowing.   
 
Mr. Schultz stated that these are the types of things that would have to be communicated with 
him so that he knows exactly what the Borough is looking for and how it needs to be addressed 
moving forward. 
 
Mr. Schultz stated that Hardyston would help the Borough create a plan to move forward with 
regard to capital projects.  If they are more efficient then that would allow them more time to 
spend on other projects such as improving the parks or Main Street.  It is going to be a learning 
curve.  He met with the current DPW employees to address some of the concerns that they may 
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have with regard to the personnel policies.  There were a few differences but nothing major. 
They will need our employees to help them through the initial learning curve. 
 
Mayor Parrott stated that the DPW usually puts up our Christmas decorations and Mr. Schultz 
stated that they would continue to provide the services that the Borough currently has.  There 
will be a minimum of two men here in the Borough at all times.  They will do whatever needs to 
be done on a regular basis.  Hardyston will be here as a support system.  They have 10 
additional employees and more equipment so if the Borough needs more help then they will 
provide it.   
 
Mayor Parrott stated that the committee was very impressed with Hardyston and its 
professionalism.   
 
Mr. Schultz stated that he is very proud of his DPW and that they get things done.  He was very 
honest with our employees with regard to what he expects of them.     
 
Mayor Parrott stated that he was happy to hear that Mr. Schultz is the type of supervisor that 
makes sure that things get done and that he made our employees aware of how he runs his 
department. 
 
Mrs. Little asked if Mr. Schultz took care of the recycling reports for Hardyston and Bob 
responded that he did.  Mrs. Little asked if they would be doing the reports for the Borough as 
well. 
 
Mrs. Schultz stated that it isn’t in the proposal but that it is certainly something that they could 
do if the Borough wished.  They could also handle the Clean Communities program if the 
Borough so chooses.   
 
Mr. LaBar stated that if we were to go forward then maybe we could use the Hardyston truck to 
pick up the recycling.   
 
Mr. Schultz stated that Hardyston has an excellent curbside collection for recycling.  The State 
is pushing hard to encourage recycling since it reduces solid waste collection which in turn 
reduces the tipping fees at SCMUA.  He wants to make sure that it all gets reported so that the 
town gets its money back.  They could separate the Borough’s recycling out from the 
Township’s. 
 
Mrs. Little stated that currently the residents have to contract out on an individual basis for 
recycling.  We do not have a Borough contract.  Mrs. Little stated that she has done programs 
for Clean Communities at the schools and feels that more of the money should go to education.   
 
Mr. Rose stated that the Borough has a sewer router that will be put out of service once Hank 
retires and it needs to be replaced.   
 
Mr. Schultz stated that one of the things with this proposal is a capital plan that could be built up 
with the savings that the Borough is realizing through the Interlocal agreement.  We should be 
definitely be looking at either a shared service or a joint purchase of a jetter.  Hardyston has a 
need for that piece of equipment as well and perhaps it could be purchased together as we 
move forward.  They cost about $35,000 to $40,000 and neither town is in the position to 
purchase it separately.  One of the big concerns for both towns is getting the valves exercised.  
Maybe if we purchase a jetter we can buy the exerciser to put on it.  The Borough should have a 
capital plan moving forward and start the budgeting process.  He provided the Council with 
some sample budgets based on the numbers provided to him in the 2009 budget.  He would like 
to look at the Borough’s expenditure list and break it up into more detail.  Most of the 
expenditures are put into miscellaneous purchases and he would like to see it broken down 
exactly.  Tracking and data collection are key in order to do trends and histories.  The more 
detail the better.  The money should start building a nest egg so that we are prepared to do 
some capital projects.   He stated that the parking lots should be paved to make it easier to 
maintain and then you don’t have to worry about them for another 12 years.  It pays for itself 
over time in just the man hours alone.  To him that is efficiency.  Sometimes, however, 
efficiency costs.  Hardyston is capable of doing the paving all they would need would be the 
purchase of the materials.  Mr. Schultz stated that he is a big proponent of recreation and feels 
that the community as a whole deserves something nice.  They have $80,000 to $90,000 of 
parks equipment which will be used in Sussex Borough.  He thinks it is a good agreement for 
both parties. 
 
Mr. Rose stated that Mr. Schultz’s proposal only calls for half the amount of salt that we 
normally use and wondered if it was because of the efficiency of the spreader. 
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Mr. Schultz stated that they would just provide the salt to the Borough at cost and not charge an 
administrative fee.  The purchase of fuel and diesel would work the same way.  That would save 
the Borough several thousand dollars in administrative fees.  Based on what he has seen he 
thinks that the number he gave us should be pretty accurate.  There are some things that we 
have no control over, like the weather. 
 
Mrs. Little asked if he had surveyed all of our parking lots and Mr. Schultz stated that he had 
measured them to see how much material would be needed to pave them. 
 
Mr. Rose thanked Mr. Schultz for preparing all of the information and that we really appreciate it. 
 
Mayor thanked Mr. Schultz for coming to the meeting and told him that we will be in touch.       
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
  
Mayor Parrott requested that all persons present review the consent agenda and offer any 
comments they may have at this time regarding the consent agenda. 
  
Mr. LaBar made a motion to accept the consent agenda of March 16, 2010. Seconded by Mrs. 
Little. 
 
Mr. LaBar asked about the letter from Tom Davis regarding the Mill Street parking lot and asked 
if we are going to be spending a lot of money on upgrading it.  The lease agreement only says 
that it will be improved using filter fabric and some stone. 
 
Mrs. Gleason stated that we got a proposal from Harold Pellow regarding the proposed 
improvements and that she will forward it on to the Council. 
 
Mr. Ursin stated that it is a short term lease and that once the Route 23 alignment is completed 
that there will be an opportunity to purchase the land. 
 
Mr. LaBar stated that perhaps we should wait until we actually own it.  He thinks the only thing 
that the lease allows us to do is put filter fabric and stone down.  Right now we should only do 
the minimum amount of work to make it usable as a parking lot. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING ONLY OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 

1. Letter dated March 8, 2010 from Maria Mascuch to the residents of Sussex Borough 
regarding installation of transponders. 

2. Letter dated March 5, 2010 from Thomas Davis to Harold Pellow regarding the NJDOT 
Local Aid Infrastructure Program. 

3. Memo from Erma Gormley, County Clerk to Catherine Gleason regarding the primary 
election. 

4. Letter dated March 4, 2010 from Diane Zalaskus of the Bureau of Water Allocation 
regarding the Renewal of the water allocation permit for Sussex Borough. 

5. Letter dated February 2, 2010 from Steven Danner to Joseph and Andrea Holmes 
regarding 14-16 Church Street. 

6. Letter dated March 3, 2010 from Susan Jacobucci of the Local Finance Board to 
Catherine Gleason regarding Annual Financial Statements that have not been filed. 

7. Letter dated March 5, 2010 from Catherine Gleason to Karen VanderVeer regarding not 
filing a financial disclosure statement. 

8. Letter dated March 5, 2010 from Catherine Gleason to James VanderVeer regarding not 
filing a financial disclosure statement. 

9. Letter dated March 5, 2010 from Catherine Gleason to Thomas Heath regarding not 
filing a financial disclosure statement. 

10. Letter dated March 2, 2010 from Harold Pellow to Matthews David of NJDOT regarding 
the final paperwork for the proposed improvements to Newton Avenue 

11. Letter dated March 2, 2010 from Thomas Varro of SCMUA to Patrick Dwyer regarding 
Hardyston Park Plaza Sewer Connection Project and NJDEP – treatment works 
approval application. 

12. Resolution from the Township of Fredon opposing legislation amending the time of 
decision rule. 

13.  Letter dated March 4, 2010 from Assemblywoman McHose, Senator Oroho and 
Assemblyman Chiusano to Andrew Sidamon-Eristoff, State Treasurer regarding the 
SCMUA and its debt obligations. 

14. Memo from Catherine Gleason to Sam Rome and Colleen Little regarding the return of 
Randy Coulson’s escrow money for water/sewer connection and road opening. 
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15. Letter from NJ Transit regarding funding available to the State of NJ for the purchase of 
equipment. 

16. Letter dated March 3, 2010 from John Ursin, Borough Attorney to James Doherty, 
Administrator of Wantage Township regarding the Construction Department Shared 
Service Agreement. 

17. Letter dated March 3, 2010 from Joseph Bennett, Assistant Regional Forester/Grants 
Administrator to Bruce LaBar regarding the $3,000 grant received to develop a 
Community Forestry Management Plan. 

18. Memo dated March 3, 2010 from Catherine Gleason to Sam Rome, Hank Hotalen and 
Colleen Little regarding the approval to purchase supplies from Schmidt’s Wholesale. 

19. Letter dated March 9, 2010 from Catherine Gleason to Robin Klein, Vernon Township 
Clerk thanking Vernon Township for submitting a proposal for an interlocal agreement 
for Construction Services. 

20. Letter dated March 3, 2010 from John Ursin, Borough Attorney to Lynn Harrison of 
NORWESCAP regarding the NJ Small Cities Block Grant Program. 

 
REPORTS  (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 

1. Construction report for February 2010. 
2. Tax Collector’s report for February 2010. 
3. Water/Sewer Collector report for February 2010. 
4. Registrar Report for February 2010. 

 
APPLICATIONS  (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 

1.  Payment of bills for the meeting of March 16, 2010. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: Dykstra  Abstentions: None 
 
OPEN PUBLIC SESSION #1 
  
Mr. LaBar made a motion to open the meeting to the public for anyone wishing to address the 
Governing Body. Seconded by Mr. Meyer  All were in favor. 
  
There being no one present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mrs. Little made a 
motion to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Mr. Rose.  All were in favor. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF CY 2010 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
 
 
Introduction Ordinance #2010-05 – Exceed Municipal Budget Cap 

 
Mr. Fransen made a motion to introduce an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED 
THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK”.  
Seconded by Mr. Meyer. 
 
Mr. Grant Rome, CFO, stated that any of the operating budget that we go under our cap we are 
allowed to bank that in case we have an expenditure the following year that puts us over.  It 
allows us to go from 1 and ½ increase for cap which allows us to go up to 3 ½ %.  That doesn’t 
mean that we have to use it but it gives you the ability to do that.  This is just standard 
procedure that allows us to bank our cap.  The advantage to doing that is in case we get 
slammed with something next year, like insurance increases, we will have the bank to fall back 
on.  After two years the bank goes away.  This year we are using the bank from 2008 and 2009. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: Dykstra  Abstentions: None 
 
Final Reading:  April 6, 2010 
 
Introduction CY 2010 Municipal Budget 
 
Mr. Meyer made a motion to adopt a resolution introducing the FY 2010 Municipal Budget for 
the Borough of Sussex.  Seconded by Mr. LaBar. 
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Mr. Rome stated that he put the budget together using the numbers that were discussed at the 
budget workshop.  It is reflecting an increase of 31 cent level on the municipal side but again we 
are looking at seeing where we can cut if need be.  That is also reflective of a cut in 
approximately $100,000 worth of surplus.  We also can’t count on the $90,000 of discretionary 
aid that we got last year.  Many towns are waiting to adopt because they are waiting for more 
information to come from the State.  There is going to be extraordinary aid offered by the State 
but we are going to have to jump through hoops to get it. Some of the parameters that have 
been laid out for it though  and it looks like the Borough will be in a good position to receive it.  
They want to see that the town has done everything in its power to reduce the budget.  The 
Borough has a pretty good track record with regards to that.  We have done all of the right 
things.  Mr. Rome stated that he spoke to the auditor and sent her a copy of the proposed 
budget.  It will be in the mail to Trenton by the end of the week.  The public hearing will be on 
April 20, 2010 and at that point, although we could feasibly adopt the budget, we will table it until 
we hear from the State regarding the extraordinary aid.     
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: Dykstra  Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution #2010 -33R – Transfers between budget appropriations  

 
Mr. LaBar made a motion to approve a resolution authorizing transfers between budget 
appropriations.  Seconded by Mr. Meyer. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: Dykstra  Abstentions: None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Mr. Fransen thanked everyone for the flowers and the well wishes when he was in the hospital.  
He stated that the Planning Board meeting was routine but a developer came before them with 
a concept plan for a development off of Route 284.  Seven of the homes will be in Wantage and 
five will be on a cul-de-sac in the Borough up above our water tank.  Another three homes will 
be off of Highland Avenue in the Borough.  It is a long way off though before it ever happens.   
 
Mr. Rose reported that the egg hunt is scheduled for March 27, 2010 with a rain date of the 
following Saturday.  He stated that Maria has given him the last eight quarters of rate 
information and he is going to be putting together a model fee schedule, which will include 
information about changing the minimums.   
 
Mayor Parrott stated that he went to the merchant’s meeting last night.  He spoke to Hank to 
see if we have hangers for the six new banners that they ordered.  They also talked about 
having a spring clean up day on Main Street.  They want someone to take over the planting by 
the fountain.  There is also a problem with the sidewalk in front of NORWESCAP.  Mayor Parrott 
stated that he is going to check to see what price he can get on the bricks that are needed to 
replace them on Main Street.  Perhaps the Borough can buy them in bulk and then the business 
owners can purchase them from us as needed.  The type of bricks that are needed is outlined in 
the ordinance. Our DPW will not be replacing or fixing the sidewalks.  The business owner is 
responsible for that.  The general consensus from the Council was to have the mayor order the 
bricks for Main Street at the lowest price and then to have the business owners purchase them 
from the Borough. 
 
Mr. Rose stated that the Quality of Life Officer and the Property Maintenance Board should write 
letters to the business owners telling them that the sidewalk needs to be repaired.   
 
Mr. Rose stated that representatives from Recreation will be meeting with representatives of the 
Grange Hall to discuss youth programs.  At the last meeting Alison Luke was made the 
Chairperson of Recreation and she has yet to choose a vice-chair. 
 
Mrs. Little reported that on March 3rd she met with the DPW to go over the equipment list and 
the life expectancy of the equipment that the Borough owns.  On March 9th she attended the 
Sussex County Solid Waste meeting and the tipping fees were discussed.  Recycling was also 
discussed as was the submission of the tonnage reports which are used to obtain grants.  There 
was no State representative there.  On March 11th she attended a recycling workshop given by 
the County on filing the recycling tonnage report.  Renee will meet with her on the 29th to help 
her complete the report since she has never done it before.  Mrs. Little also stated that she left a 
message with Hank to get her any information that he has regarding recycling.  The businesses 
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should be submitting their grease recycling amounts.  She stated that she did not attend the 
“208” meeting because it was the same day as the budget workshop.  She also reported that 
she got the court calendar but it is hard to distinguish which cases belong to the Borough since 
only the troopers number is on the report.  If she wants to know which violations actually belong 
to the Borough she will have to go through the tickets individually.   
 
Mrs. Little also reported that she received a packet of information about the census and wanted 
to stress that everyone should send it back.  If you don’t fill it out and send it back then we don’t 
get counted.  It does effect your representation.  Many people have told her that they will not fill 
it out because they don’t want the government to know how much they are making.  But no 
where on the form does it ask for your salary.  There is no reason not to fill it out and send it 
back. 
 
Mr. Meyer stated that he met with CHA, the engineers that are doing our energy audit today and 
they are going to come back with suggestions on how we can save energy with regard to such 
things as lighting, heating etc for the Borough Hall, DPW garage, theater and water treatment 
plant.  This is a first step in perhaps in potentially looking at alternative energy.   
 
Mr. Meyer also reported that he met with Hank today and that the sewer flows for March are 
way up.  We have had several overflows down at the sewer pump station and the appropriate 
reports were filed.   
 
Mayor Parrott stated that he gave Mr. Ursin a copy of the flows and wants to get his opinion on 
sending a letter to SCMUA regarding the charges.   
 
Mr. Meyer stated that Hank is concerned that because the pumps have been running 24 hours a 
day that it will stress the system and perhaps cause a breakdown.   
 
Mayor Parrott wanted to know if we can shut them down if they are in danger of breaking down. 
 
Mr. Meyer stated that the DPW is working on the drainage problem in the basement of the 
Borough Hall.   
 
Mayor Parrott stated that Hank contacted Wantage about repairing our truck and Wantage told 
them that they were still very busy repairing their own trucks.  The estimate we got from them 
was the same as we got from the County so Hank wants to know if he can bring it over to the 
County to get repaired.  The County thinks it is going to cost around $1000.00 to get repaired.     
 
Mr. Meyer suggested that we contact Hardyston to see if they can repair it and Mrs. Gleason 
stated that she will call them for both a price estimate and a time estimate. 
 
The Council agreed to have it sent out to which ever agency could do it the fastest for the least 
amount of money.   
 
Mr. Meyer reported that there were several meetings held with Hardyston regarding the 
interlocal DPW agreement which is why Bob came up to present the proposal to the entire 
Council.  He stated that he believes that the committee was very impressed with the 
professionalism shown by Hardyston and Bob.  They talked a lot about efficiency and how to 
project plans – things that we are not currently doing.  At this point we still have resumes 
coming in for a DPW supervisor and they have until the 19th to submit them.  We also had a 
meeting with Dave Kirkham to possibly look at whether or not he would be interested in coming 
to work for the Borough and running the plant.  Each time as we go thorough the process we 
are finding more opportunities.  The strong feeling of the committee is that we should go with 
Hardyston to handle our DPW services and then work through the operation of the water 
treatment plant.  Hardyston will handle the water and sewer repairs as part of this agreement.  
United Water will continue to handle the treatment plant until we can make a decision as to 
which way to go with that.  We are considering contacting United Water to see if they would be 
interested in purchasing the facility.  We are keeping all of our options open but it is coming to 
the point where we are going to have to make a decision.  Hardyston would like to get the 
agreement in place by May 1st so that Hank will have two months to go over the operations with 
them before he retires.   
 
Mrs. Gleason stated that Hank is in the process of installing transponders in the home of those 
residences that do not have a meter that can be read by the radio.  Approximately 200 letters 
have been sent out asking the resident to make an appointment to have the transponders 
installed.  We would like to get most of them in before Hank leaves. 
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Mayor Parrott stated that Hank told him that we have master meters that sometimes go down 
which causes us to lose readings.  We should be changing the batteries every six months or so 
just to make sure that they don’t go down.   
 
Mr. LaBar stated that the local fire departments would like to hold a ladder drill on Main Street 
on April 11, 2010 and that they wanted the Council’s permission to close the roadway from 9 am 
to 10 am the day of the drill. 
 
Mr. LaBar also reported that on March 26th the Shade Tree Commission members will be 
pruning the trees on Main Street. 
 
Mr. LaBar made a motion to close Main Street from the Sussex Inn to Chase Bank on April 11, 
2010 from 9:00 am to 10:00 am for the ladder operations drill as requested by the Sussex Fire 
Department.  Seconded by Mr. Rose. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: Dykstra  Abstentions: None 
 
Mr. Ursin reported that the Clerk gave him paperwork regarding the modification of access 
routes for the Route 23 realignment and he suggested that the engineer look at them before we 
sign them.  Regarding the Alpine Easement, Mr. Ursin stated that there is a new attorney for 
Alpine Village.  There were a couple of comments which were fine but the engineer had a 
question about one of them.  He will try to work it out with their attorney but he now has a good 
feeling that we are making progress.  Hopefully by the next meeting he will have a final 
easement for the Council to review. 
 
Mrs. Gleason stated that the representative from Alpine did apologize for the 
miscommunication.  There was a change in management and a new attorney was hired but 
unfortunately we did not get that information until just recently.  They do want to work with the 
Borough in getting the easement signed so that work can begin.   
 
Mr. Ursin stated that there has been some continuing negotiations with High Ridge that he 
thinks may be fruitful.  If we don’t settle it there will be a court hearing sometime in the early 
summer.  He is making good progress with the attorney that he is working with.   
 
Mr. Ursin stated that NORWESCAP had been administering the Small Cities Housing 
Rehabilitation Grant for the Borough.  There were problems however with the way that the grant 
was being administered and the State recommended that we look for a new administrator of the 
program.  The Grant Administrator from Hardyston is coming up to talk to the clerk tomorrow.  
He believes that Hardyston does a very good job of administering these types of programs.  If it 
doesn’t work out with Hardyston however there are many other consultants that have been 
recommended by the State but having another municipality do it that might be the first choice.   
 
Mr. Ursin also reported that before the council meeting we had a brief meeting with John 
Ruschke, the water/sewer engineer, regarding the exploration of drilling wells in the Borough as 
an alternative water source.  John brought some maps which showed the hydrogeology and 
public wells with regard to output.  He identified some areas that could be viable sources of 
water but rather than going into the fields and doing any testing, which would be expensive, he 
suggested that they do a well survey through the DEP.  The DEP keeps a report on every well 
that is drilled.  He can get a lot of data from those reports without spending too much money.  
He was looking for authorization from the Council to go ahead and obtain the reports up to an 
expenditure of $1000.00.  The meeting was encouraging in the respect that some of the geology 
necessary for high output wells appear to be located in close proximity to our existing 
infrastructure or where it could connect.  If this goes forward the town may identify targets that 
you will want to explore and will involve negotiations for things such as test wells and eventually 
acquiring the rights either by easement or the purchase of property for the actual wells. 
 
The Mayor stated that we are having a meeting with United Water to see if they might be 
interested in purchasing the treatment plant.  Dave told us that we have a lot more water 
available then we were led to believe.  John Ruschke told us that he has solved the different 
readings that we were always getting from the water that was going into the plant and the 
amount of water going out of the plant.  We replaced one of the meters thinking that the meter 
wasn’t working properly and the readings still were not correct.  He suggested that maybe the 
pipe was corroded.  Dave cleaned it out and now the readings match.  Just because we have 
water right now the DEP wants to see a track record before they allow us to sell more water.   
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The Mayor also stated that we spoke to Dave about the possibility of perhaps working for the 
Borough.  We have many possibilities with regard to the water and we have to start narrowing 
them down so that we can make an informed decision. 
 
Mayor Parrott also reported that he met with Nathanial Sajdak regarding the flooding down at 
Brookside Park.  The problem isn’t with the water coming down the stream but with water that is 
backing up down where the Papakating Creek and Clove Brook come together.   Nathaniel was 
hoping that the Army Corp of Engineers would come in to help us solve the problem.   We can’t 
put all of this money into the fields if it’s going to continue to flood because of a problem that 
isn’t even in the Borough.  The County is currently taking bids to have the debris removed from 
the Clove Brook and hopefully it will be cleaned out soon.  We were lucky that with this storm 
nothing sizable came down which would have caused a flood down by the creamery.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Mr. LaBar asked if the monument was ever repointed and the Mayor stated that it was done a 
long time ago.    
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 

 
Mr. Fransen made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of the Regular Meeting held on 
March 2, 2010.  Seconded by Mr. LaBar. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: Dykstra  Abstentions: None 

 
Adoption Ordinance #2010-03 – SECTV Franchise 
 
Mr. Fransen made a motion to adopt an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE REPLACING 
CHAPTER XVI OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUG OF SUSSEX, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY ENTITLED ‘CATV’ PERMITTING CABLE TELEVISION FRANCHISE 
TO CONSTRUCT, OWN, OPERATE, EXTEND AND MAINTAIN A CABLE TELEVISION 
SYSTEM IN THE BOROUGH OF SUSSEX; SETTING FORTH TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
RELATED THERETO; AND PROVIDING FOR THE REGULATION AND USE THEREOF”.  
Seconded by Mr. Meyer. 
 
Before final roll call Mayor Parrott opened the meeting to the public for any questions or 
concerns that they may have regarding Ordinance #2010-03. 
 
There being no one from the public who wished to address the Governing Body regarding 
Ordinance #2010-03, the Mayor closed the meeting to the public and returned to the regular 
order of business. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: Dykstra  Abstentions: None 
 
Introduction Ordinance #2010-04 – Plow Operator’s Hours 
 
Mr. Fransen made a motion to introduce an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE 
SUPPLEMENTING THE SUSSEX BOROUGH PERSONNEL MANUAL, ARTICLE VI, SECTION 
10 REGARDING PLOW OPERATOR’S HOURS”.  Seconded by Mr. Rose. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: Dykstra  Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution #201-30R – Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
 
Mr. Meyer made a motion to adopt a resolution proclaiming the month of April, 2010 as Sexual 
Assault Awareness Month in the Borough of Sussex.  Seconded by Mrs. Little. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: Dykstra  Abstentions: None 
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Resolution #2010-31R – Women’s History Month 
 
Mr. Meyer made a motion to adopt a resolution designating the month of March as “Women’s 
History Month” in the Borough of Sussex.  Seconded by Mrs. Little. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: Dykstra  Abstentions: None 
 
Resolution #2010-32R – Refund of Water/Sewer Account 
 
Mr. LaBar made a motion to adopt a resolution to refund $1,186.60 from 24 Loomis 
Water/Sewer account and post payment to Tax Account for 24 Loomis Avenue.  Seconded by 
Mrs. Little. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: Dykstra  Abstentions: None 
 
Social Affair Permit – Tri-State Actor’s Theater 
 
Mrs. Little made a motion to approve a Social Affair Permit submitted by the Tri-State Actor’s 
Theater to hold an event on March 27, 2010 from 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm at 74 Main Street.  
Seconded by Mr. Fransen. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: Dykstra  Abstentions: None 
 
Discussion – Quotes for Office Glass Partition 
 
At this time a discussion took place regarding the quotes obtained for the construction of a glass 
partition in the clerk’s office. 
 
The Clerk was directed to check with all of the companies to make sure that they were offering 
the same product so that we could compare them equally. 
 
Discussion – Clerk’s Employment Agreement 
 
At this time a discussion will take place regarding the proposed Clerk’s Employment Agreement.  
Mr. Ursin stated that the Clerk does not currently have an employment contract and a contract 
was circulated among the Council for their review.  The contact would be retroactive to January 
1, 2010 and going to December 31, 2012.  An important feature of the agreement is that it gives 
the Clerk the designation of Clerk/Administrator, a title which she has not had in the past.  The 
only change since the last time the Council saw the agreement is that the salary increase is now 
being spread over three years as follows:  last year was $55,000, this year is $58,400, next year 
is $61,800 and 2012 is $65,200.  That was the numbers he was given to prepare an additional 
draft.  The only other change is that the clerk currently has 3 personal days and the earlier draft 
indicated no personal days.   
 
Mr. LaBar stated that it has been discussed collectively and considered alone. 
 
Mr. LaBar made a motion to enter into an employment agreement with Catherine Gleason as 
the Borough Clerk/Administrator as outlined by the attorney and to authorize the Mayor to sign 
it. Seconded by Mr. Fransen. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: Dykstra  Abstentions: None 
 
Mr. Ursin stated that there is one small change that he has to make and he will send it over to 
the Mayor tomorrow for his signature.    
 
Animal Control Services Interlocal Agreement – Vernon Township 
 
Mr. Meyer made a motion to approve the amended Animal Control Service Interlocal Agreement 
with Vernon Township (amendment regarding emergency call outs).  Seconded by Mr. Fransen. 
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Mrs. Gleason stated that after the agreement was adopted, Vernon came back with an 
addendum that said that any call out would be an extra cost.  We went back to Vernon telling 
them that we were under the impression that the first 10 call outs were included in the contract 
and any call after that would be $100.00.  They agreed to that and their Governing Body 
adopted it on Thursday.  Emergency call outs are after hour’s calls.  The animal control officers 
came to Borough Hall to introduce themselves to the office staff.  Already they have shown 
more of a presence in the Borough then Wantage ever did. 
 
Mayor Parrott stated that the Quality of Life officers are in the process of conducting a dog 
census.   
 
Mr. Ursin stated that he just wanted to mention again that because he is the attorney for Vernon 
as well as the Borough that he was not involved in the negotiations.   
 
Mrs. Gleason stated that Glenn Gavan, the attorney for the Planning Board, handled the 
negotiations for the Borough so that there was no appearance of a conflict.   
   
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: Dykstra  Abstentions 
 
OPEN PUBLIC SESSION #2 
 
Mrs. Little made a motion to open the meeting to the public for anyone wishing to address the 
Governing Body.  Seconded by  Mr. LaBar.  All were in favor. 
 
TerryAnn Zander, reporter for the Advertiser News, addressed the Council regarding the dog 
license fee. 
 
Mrs. Gleason stated that it is $8.00 for neutered and $11.00 for a non-neutered pet.  There is a 
$2.00 late fee per month starting February 1st. 
 
Ms. Zander asked if the public hearing for the budget was on April 20th and Mrs. Gleason 
confirmed that it is.  She asked if there was any information about the ladder drill being 
conducted in town.  Mrs. Gleason stated that she would forward the information on to her 
tomorrow.  
 
There being no one else present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mrs. Little made a 
motion to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Mr. Meyer. All were in favor.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
  
There being no further items for discussion by the Mayor and Council, Mrs. Little made a motion 
to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Meyer.  All were in favor. 
 
 
 
        
         _______________________ 
         Christian Parrott, Mayor 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Catherine Gleason, RMC          


