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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

OF THE BOROUGH OF SUSSEX 
HELD AT THE SUSSEX MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

2 MAIN STREET, SUSSEX, NJ 
APRIL 20, 2010 

 
Mayor Parrott called the meeting to order and requested the clerk to call the roll. Upon roll call, 
the following members of the Governing Body were present: Mr. Dykstra, Mr. Fransen, Mr. 
LaBar, Mrs. Little Mr. Meyer, Mr. Rose, Mayor Parrott.  
 
Mayor Parrott led the assembly in the flag salute and requested a moment of silence. 
 
Mayor Parrott stated “This meeting is being held in compliance with the provisions of the Open 
Public Meetings Act, P.L. 1975, Ch. 231. It has been properly advertised and certified by the 
Clerk.” 
 
Public Hearing on FY 2010 Municipal Budget 

 
At this time Mayor Parrott acknowledged CFO Grant Rome who updated the public and the 
Council on the 2010 Municipal Budget. 
 
Sam Rome stated that he has prepared a handout for the Council to review showing the 
different outlines within the budget.  He is still waiting to hear from the State.  They did do the 
review of the budget as it was introduced and they sent some notes as to things that we had to 
address before we actually adopt the budget.  We still don’t know what they are going to do with 
the extraordinary aid, which this year is being called transitional aid.  We still don’t know how the 
application is going to have to be put together and what the guidelines are going to be.  The 
rumor is that they have taken the extraordinary aid and the distressed cities aid and lumped it all 
into one pot and calling it transitional aid.  The rules will be very similar to the rules for the 
distressed cities aid.  Once we apply and if we receive it and accept it then the rumor is that all 
major decisions are funneled up to the State level.  Whether it is hiring your professionals, or 
any management decisions have to be run by the State before the Mayor and Council could 
approve them.  In essence the Mayor and Council would only be figurehead positions and have 
no control or say over the municipality.  He does not have the deadline in which the application 
has to be filed but it is going to be up to the Mayor and Council as to whether they want to even 
apply for it or not.   
 
Mr. Rome stated that as far as the budget goes we are still looking at further cuts and looking at 
ways that we can save money.  That way if we don’t get the extraordinary aid we have some 
places that we can trim the budget.   
 
Mr. Ursin stated that he agrees with Mr. Rome that all of the details of the new aid package are 
not out yet.  The details that he has heard though make it appear to be quite burdensome.  He 
thinks that we might want to apply and then decide whether we want to accept it or not 
depending on what the restrictions are going to be.   
 
Mr. Rome stated that he does not foresee us getting the same amount of money that we got last 
year.  If we got half of what we got last year do we want to give up complete control of the 
municipality for $45,000.00.    
 
Mr. Ursin stated this is completely brand new so he doesn’t have any advice to give at this point.   
 
Mayor Parrott stated that he does not want to lose control over the decisions regarding the 
municipality and give that control to the State.   
 
Mr. Rome stated that Camden has gotten the distressed aid for years and are under the control 
of the State.  The State hires and fires and there is no control at the local level.   
 
Mr. Ursin stated though that since the rules are not fixed because it is so brand new that the 
Council should apply and see what happens.  Last year the rules changed half way through the 
game and there were towns that were given advice not to apply for the extraordinary aid 
because of the supposed rules.   
 
Mr. Rome stated that he will complete the application.  He has been inundated with pension 
notices for rules that were put into effect two years ago.  New reforms take effect May 21st but 
the guidelines are still being worked out. 
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Mr. Rome stated that on page 4 of the handout he put together the tax rate including the school 
tax rates and how they will impact Sussex Borough.  He wasn’t able to get the exact rate for the 
County so he put in 4%.   
 
Mayor Parrott stated that he was told that the increase for the County would be 2.5%.   
 
Mr. Rome stated that our portion of the High Point taxes would be decreasing by about $17,000 
which is the equivalent of about two cents off the tax rate.  Sussex Wantage school taxes were 
increasing however for the Borough. 
 
Ms. Mantell, Borough Auditor stated that she believes that Mr. Ursin’s and Mr. Rome’s 
comments regarding the transitional aid are accurate and that we just need to wait and see what 
is going to happen.      

 
Mayor Parrott opened the meeting to the public for any questions or concerns that they may 
have regarding the FY 2010 Municipal Budget. 
 
There being no one from the public who wished to address the Governing Budget regarding the 
2010 budget Mr. Meyer made a motion to close the meeting to the public.  Seconded by Mr. 
LaBar.  All were in favor.  
 
Mr. Rome stated that we will table the adoption of the budget and continue to work on the 
numbers and work on an amendment to the budget as introduced.   He is waiting right now to 
hear from the State as to the process for the application of the transitional aid.  Once the 
application is completed it will go through review and if they follow the same procedure that they 
have in the past then we probably won’t hear until the State budget is put into place.   
 
Mr. Rose asked if we can have another budget workshop and it was agreed that a meeting will 
be held on May 25, 2010.  He asked Mr. Rome to have a list of all of the expenditures for that 
meeting. It can be an internal working document that we hold off to send to the State until we 
hear about the aid.   
 
Mr. Rome stated that even if we don’t get State aid and we make the cuts we still might have to 
apply for a waiver of the cap.  We have $90,000 in the budget from last year that we don’t have 
this year as of yet.  We will have to make that up in the levy.  We would probably stand a pretty 
good chance of getting a waiver on this because we have exceeded last year’s levy by more 
than 4% because it is something that we have no control over.  We would have to go to a 
hearing before the Local Finance Board in Trenton with a plan.  They may allow us to use this 
year as status quo so any waivers granted this year would stay in place and we wouldn’t have to 
go back before them every year.  We have to meet two caps – one is the levy cap, or the 
amount to be raised by taxes and that is a flat 4%.  We also have to meet our operating cap. 
That is strictly on the appropriations and the expenditures.  The levy side also takes into 
consideration the loss of revenues.  We are hurting this year because of the loss of the $90,000 
plus our surplus was down so we couldn’t use that to help us balance the budget.  He strongly 
suggested that we do estimated tax bills again this year so that we have enough money to get 
us through July.  They should go out by the 15th of July.  Once we finally adopt the budget the 
fourth quarter tax bill will be adjusted. If we do not send the estimated bills out then we might 
have a problem with cash flow. 
  
Mayor Parrott stated that we should follow the same plan as we did last year.  It worked out well 
for us.  
 
Mr. Rome stated that if we sign the Interlocal with Hardyston that should save the Borough a lot 
of money and it can be taken out of the budget which will help us.   
 
Mr. LaBar asked Mr. Rome what impact it would have on our budget if the school budgets don’t 
pass tonight. 
 
Mr. Rome stated that the figures that he put on the printout are the ones that are being voted on 
tonight in the school board elections.  Even if they lay off teachers it still doesn’t mean that the 
taxes will go down.  That will just be filling in the gap of the revenue that they lost.  They are still 
going to be coming in at their 4% levy.  If the budgets get voted down tonight they get kicked 
back to the councils.  Joint meetings will have to be held with all of the towns involved.  We 
would have to ask the administrations of the schools if there was anywhere that they could cut 
more money out of the budget.  The Governing Body would review the budget and see if there 
were any recommendations as to where money could be cut.  If they agree to the budgets as 
submitted by the Governing Bodies then the process is done.  If not then the budget gets 
forwarded on to the Dept. of Education and they can overrule the towns’ suggestions.  That 
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could be a lengthy process.  If our budget was struck with the cuts in it and it was overruled then 
we would have to make the money up in the next year’s budget.  He recommended getting the 
auditor involved. 
 
Mr. Dykstra stated that they are allowed to go up to 4% no matter what we say.  The State will 
probably not overrule them if they stick to the 4% increase.   
 
Mr. Rome stated that with everything that is going on down in Trenton he doesn’t know if the 
Governor will overrule the State Board of Education.  Mr. Rome said that next year the 
Governor is proposing a hard 2.5% cap.  That is one of the reasons that they may allow any 
waivers that are put in place this year to stay in place.  There will be no exceptions.  We can 
submit a budget over 4% but we can not adopt it without getting the waiver first.   
 
Ms. Mantell stated that as an auditor for school districts they don’t get involved in their budgets 
but they have had automatic waivers for different criteria.  They can go over the 4% without 
having to go through the waiver process.   
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
  
Mayor Parrott requested that all persons present review the consent agenda and offer any 
comments they may have at this time regarding the consent agenda. 
  
Mr. Fransen made a motion to accept the consent agenda of April 20, 2010. Seconded by  Mr. 
Dykstra. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING ONLY OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 

1. Memo dated April 5, 2010 to Jake Little, OEM Coordinator, from Catherine Gleason, 
Borough Clerk/Administrator regarding the Board of Health choosing Patti Jacobs to 
serve as the liaison to the Office of Emergency  Management Board. 

 
2. Letter dated April 12, 2010 from Robin Kline, Vernon Township Municipal Clerk, to 

Catherine Gleason, Sussex Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk, regarding newly 
appointed Township Manager for Vernon Township. 

 
3. Letter dated April 13, 2010 from Kenneth Kievit, Chairman, HTMUA, to Chris Parrott, 

Mayor, Sussex Borough Clerk, regarding auctioning of sewer allocation  
 

4. Letter dated March 10, 2010 from Jeff Riker, Dept. of Environmental and Public Health 
Service, to Catherine Gleason, Sussex Borough Administrator/Clerk, regarding Mosquito 
Control information.  

 
5. Memo dated March 17, 2010 from Yut’Se O. Thomas, Acting Asst. Commissioner, Dept. 

of Education to all Municipal Clerks, regarding 2010-2011 Municipal Percentage shares 
for Regional School district   

 
6. Memo dated March 30, 2010 to Community Water Systems from State of NJ DEP 

regarding 2010 consumer confidence report due July 1, 2010 
 
 

REPORTS  (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 

1. Water/Sewer Report for March 2010 
2. Vernon Animal Control March 2010 report 
3. Sussex Borough Tax Collector report   

 
APPLICATIONS  (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 

 
1. Membership Applications for NJ State Firemen’s Association: 
 

Christopher Lordy  
Scott Theobald 
Tim Rand  
John Dixon  
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RESOLUTIONS:  (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 

1.  Payment of bills for the meeting of April 20, 2010 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Dykstra, Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: None  Abstentions: None  
 
OPEN PUBLIC SESSION #1 
  
Mr. Fransen made a motion to open the meeting to the public for anyone wishing to address the 
Governing Body. Seconded by Mr. Meyer.  All were in favor. 
 
Jake Little, OEM Coordinator gave an update to the Council regarding Emergency 
Management.  Back in February they assisted the Fire Department at a structure fire at Valley 
and Elizabeth Avenue up in the Clove Lake section of town.  They have also been working with 
the County Emergency Management on the All Hazards Mitigation Plan. That plan was adopted 
back in 1986 but there is no ordinance in place.  He is working on getting a copy of an 
ordinance that the Borough can adopt.  If we adopt the plan then we will be able to apply for 
grant monies.  Mr. Little stated that there is a time line for implementing the plan and that he 
needs the help of the Mayor, Council and staff.  Right now the deadline is October 1, 2010.   
 
Mr. Little also stated that they are working on updating their emergency operating plan.  They 
are working closely with the Sussex Christian School with the hopes that they can be brought on 
board as an emergency shelter for residents of the Borough.  An agreement has to be signed 
and the Red Cross has to inspect the facility since they will be running the facility if there were 
to be an emergency.  They are also going to have the Red Cross inspect the Middle School and 
the Fire House.  That was never done in the past. 
 
Mayor Parrott stated that the reason they want to get the Christian School on board is because 
the Clove Brook splits the Borough in half. 
 
Mr. Little stated that currently we have two shelters on the south side of the brook but none on 
the northern side.  If the brook were to ever flood there would be no way for the residents on the 
north side of town to get across it.  We can’t count on the hospital.  Mr. Little stated that they 
have training coming up in the near future as well. 
 
Mayor Parrott stated that the OEM helped with the flooding in March.  Mr. Little stated that 
unfortunately there was not enough damage for FEMA to step in and give us any money.   
 
Mayor Parrott stated that he attended the OEM quarterly meeting and all of the people involved 
are doing a great job.  They are working on getting us grants – perhaps one for a generator for 
the municipal building so that we can use it as the OEM command center.  We need to have all 
of the correct paperwork done though so that we don’t get turned down for grants.   
 
Mr. Little thanked the staff for their cooperation with the gas leak on Newton Avenue.  It worked 
well with making the phone calls to make sure that everyone was notified. 
 
Ms. Allison Luke of 4 Center Street, and the Chairperson of the Recreation Commission 
addressed the Governing Body regarding a proposal to run a youth group out of the Grange Hall 
every Friday night beginning June 25th from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm.  What they would like to do is 
have such things as movie night, theme night, and volley ball, in a safe environment for the 
children in the Borough age 12 to 18.   
 
Mr. Rose stated that the Recreation Commission, at their last meeting, met with Joe Hildebrand, 
and offered his services to start a youth group along with his wife.  They ran a youth group 
before at a church down the road when he was a pastor there but he moved.  He is now looking 
to start another Friday night youth group here in the Borough.  The Grange Hall is currently 
underutilized and they have some cash flow issues so there is a possibility of working out a deal 
with them such as trading the use of the building for their minimum quarterly water/sewer 
payment.  The Commission needs to know about the insurance requirements and if it is possible 
to make a deal with the Grange regarding their water/sewer bill.   
 
Mr. Ursin asked who was going to run the youth group. 
 
Mr. Rose stated that it would be run under the auspices of the Recreation Commission but that 
Joe Hildebrand would actually be running the program.  Representatives from the Recreation 
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Commission would be there however every Friday but he would ultimately be in charge.  It is 
purely secular.   
 
Mr. Ursin asked if the Grange was privately owned and if they were looking to lease it to the 
Borough for recreation purposes.   
 
Mrs. Little, who is involved with the Grange, stated that she brought the subject up to the 
Grange members and they told her that unless there is some incentive to help the Grange out 
financially then they would not be interested in having a group in there because of damage that 
could occur to the hall.  There has to be some kind of incentive in order for the Grange 
members to go along with the idea.   
 
Mr. Rose stated that the incentive that was discussed was the payment of the minimum 
quarterly water/sewer bill. The bill is $300.00 a quarter, which is fairly substantial, and they 
hardly use any water.   
 
Mrs. Little stated that many of the Grange members were concerned about the supervision of 
the children and the possible damage that could be done to the hall. 
 
Ms. Luke stated that the Recreation Commission would guarantee that two of its members 
would always be present during the program.  There would be constant supervision and the kids 
would have to sign in and sign out.  Once they leave they would not be allowed back in.   
 
Mr. Rose stated that if it were a problem to pay the water/sewer bill then perhaps the Recreation 
Commission could enter into a lease with the Grange for $300.00 a quarter to use the facility. 
 
Mrs. Little stated that two quarters the water/sewer usage was actually zero and that in order to 
keep costs down they have actually been meeting at people’s houses to keep the costs down.   
 
Mr. Dykstra stated that if the person running the program is not an employee of the Borough 
why would the Borough be getting involved at all.  We have no jurisdiction over the person who 
would be running the program.  He is all for the event but he is concerned that the person 
running it is not under the direction or sanctioned by the Borough.  He doesn’t even know who 
the person is. 
 
Mr. Rose stated that the Recreation Commission often uses people outside of the Commission 
to put on events, such as the Miss Sussex Pageant.  It would be a similar situation where the 
buck would stop with the Recreation Commission.  If Joe were to decide to stop running the 
program it would still continue.   
 
Mr. Ursin stated that it is not much different then running a sports league where you have 
coaches.  The coaches are not on the Recreation Board but they are the ones running the team 
on a daily basis.   
 
Mr. Dykstra stated that he is also concerned that it would be run out of a building that is not 
owned by the municipality. 
 
Mr. Ursin stated that the issues there are a straight lease with terms that will have to be 
discussed and agreed upon by the Grange and the Council.  Once we lease the building it 
would not be a problem to include it under the Borough’s insurance.  The insurance has a broad 
rider that says that any buildings that are owned or operated by the Borough would be covered.   
 
Mr. Dykstra asked how much was in the budget for Recreation each year. 
 
Mr. Rose stated that he thought it was $1600.00 a year.  It used to be $4000.00. 
 
Mr. Ursin stated that most towns have a background check ordinance for volunteers.  That issue 
will have to be addressed considering they will be dealing with young adults.  With respect to 
the Grange being a private facility, the Borough would lease it and the lease payments would be 
negotiated, it would be covered under our insurance.  We might want to speak with the building 
inspectors to make sure that there are not any issues with the building and that it is appropriate 
for that use.   
 
Mrs. Gleason stated that the building is not ADA compliant.   
 
Mr. Ursin stated that the ADA requires you to make your best effort to make accommodations.  
At some building accommodations can be made and at some buildings they cannot be made.  
That would not be a complete bar to using the building.   
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Mr. Dykstra stated that another alternative would be to approach the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church to see if they would be interested since he is very active.   
 
Mr. Rose said that there was a youth group held every Friday night at that Church and Joe 
Hildebrand was the pastor at that time.  He then moved to Ogdensburg and the next pastor 
decided not to continue the program.  He would like to start it up again purely on a secular 
basis.   
 
Mr. Dykstra stated that there may be more than one alternative if the Grange is not compliant.   
 
Mr. Rose stated that they have found the volunteers willing to go 52 weeks a year and that is a 
very tall order.   
 
Mr. Ursin stated that going through the list of things it will be under the control of the Recreation 
Commission, background checks should be done, there will need to be a lease, the building will 
have to be found suitable and then the final element will be if it is a Borough sponsored activity 
then the Borough will be on the hook if there is any damage done to the building during the 
event.  We would be relying on the supervision of the Recreation Commission.  Even if they do 
a perfect job, when you are dealing with teenagers there is always a chance that damage will 
occur.   If the Council is interested in going forward then the next step would be discussing 
lease terms so that they have something concrete to consider.   
 
Mr. Rose stated that the EPA, on April 22nd is instituting some pretty serious lead paint 
regulations and wondered how that would effect the leasing of the building.   
 
Mr. Ursin stated that he will look into that for him because he is not sure how that would effect 
the leasing of the building if no renovations were actually being done.   
 
Mr. Meyer stated that he and his wife Lynn went over to look at the Grange and they think it is 
very suitable for this type of program.  There is only a bathroom downstairs so a ramp might 
have to be installed as a reasonable accommodation.  It appears to be a great space and a 
good opportunity for us to get something moving in the Borough.  If we can’t work it out with this 
building then we should consider other options.  He has volunteered to be there as well.   
 
Mr. Dykstra stated that it is in a good location that won’t disrupt residential neighborhoods and it 
is close to Main Street.  He stated that he is in support of pursing the program.  He thinks, 
however, that there is too big of an age difference. 
 
Mr. Rose stated that we will have to see how it works. Perhaps the ages will have to be 
adjusted.  When the program was held before there was an average of 80 kids who attended.   
 
Mrs. Little stated that the Grange can hold 100 people.  The Grange members stated that the 
Recreation can’t use the building without some kind of compensation, something to help them 
with their bills.   
 
Mayor Parrott asked if we could do that – forgive the water bill in lieu of them leasing the 
building. 
 
Mr. Ursin stated that there is no advantage of doing the swap for the payment of the water bill.  
It should just be a straight lease and a dollar amount paid.   
 
Mr. Meyer stated that it would be $100 a month.  $25.00  a  week is more than reasonable. 
 
The Council agreed to have the proposal sent to the Grange and its members.  Mr. Ursin will get 
a contact person, other than Mrs. Little to discuss the terms of the agreement.  
 
Ms. Luke asked for an increase of $25.00 per week in the budget for such things as 
entertainment or refreshments – that would be an extra $1300.00 a year. They would like to look 
for such things as a ping pong table for the children to use.    
 
Ann Cole, owner of the antique store on Main Street and a resident at 9 Walnut Street 
addressed the Council regarding the brackets for the flags on Main Street.  She attended the 
merchant meeting last evening and they discussed the banners on Main Street.  A while back 
Jeff Card had told her that they had six more brackets and poles available for the banners so 
that she could offer them to more of the merchants on Main Street.  The Mayor told her last 
night however that the Borough does not have the brackets.  She did, however, offer the 
banners, the merchants purchased them and now there are no brackets. Ms. Cole wanted to 
know if there was anyway that the town could purchase the brackets.  She researched them on 
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the internet and she found sets that cost between $25 and $30.  The merchants paid $180.00 
each for the banners and she now doesn’t want them to have to pay for the brackets as well.  
She looked but there were none on Route 284 as was suggested to them.   
 
Mayor Parrott stated that he is not sure when Jeff did his inventory because we remove them 
when the holiday decorations come down and we store them away.  He doesn’t think that they 
would have walked away and we were not aware of there being more then what we were 
actually using.   
 
Ms. Cole stated that it was a conversation that she had with Jeff several times.  She wants to 
make Main Street even prettier and asked merchants to participate thinking that we had the 
brackets.   
 
Mayor Parrott stated that the same brackets can then be used for the Christmas decorations.  
Perhaps we can buy more holiday decorations as well if we have the brackets in stock. 
 
After discussion Mr. Dykstra made a motion to purchase brackets at a cost not to exceed 
$275.00 for the banners on Main Street.  Seconded by Mr. LaBar. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Dykstra, Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: None  Abstentions: None 
 
There being no one else present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mr. LaBar made a 
motion to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Mr. Meyer.  All were in favor.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
Mr. Dykstra stated that the BOE elections are tonight so we will have to wait to get the results to 
see what is going to happen next.  He has been through the process of having to review a 
defeated budget and it is not an easy thing to go through.   
 
Mr. Rose stated that he has gone through it as well and that you have to be very prepared.  We 
should have a meeting before the meeting with the school boards.   
 
Mr. Ursin stated that he believes the initial meeting has to be within 30 days but he is not 
certain. 
 
Mr. Fransen reported that there was no Planning Board meeting last month but hopefully we will 
have one in May.   
 
Mayor Parrott reported that the gas station across the street is going to reopen and they may 
come before the Board to see if they can get a change of use to operate a convenience store 
inside the gas station. 
 
Mr. Fransen stated that he will be attending the Planning Board awards with Ken Nelson.  The 
Borough’s Master Plan won an award and Mr. Fransen congratulated Ken for all of the hard 
work that he put into the plan.   
 
Mr. Rose stated that there was a recent ruling by the New Jersey Supreme Court that stated 
that private emails accessed through the web are not necessarily accessible to the employer.  If 
there ever was a personnel issue then we may not be able to access those personal emails.  
The personnel manual would have to be changed to include any information accessed through 
our computer system the employee consents to allowing it to be looked at. 
 
Mayor Parrott stated that the Master Gardener’s have said that they are alright with another 
person doing the flowers around the fountain this year.  The flowers in the rest of town are going 
to be planted the weekend of May 15th.   Mayor Parrott stated that he spoke to the merchants at 
the meeting last night about how they felt that the fire department’s drill went on that Sunday 
morning.  One business owner stated that he felt that he lost a lot of business.  There were over 
a hundred firemen there he said but that not many of them frequented his business.  Mayor 
Parrott stated that he was surprised to hear that the whole street was closed, except for Church 
Street.  There were so many fire trucks that they had to park up around the Fountain.   
 
Mrs. Little reported that she didn’t attend the “208” meeting or the Solid Waste Meeting this 
month.  On April 17th, at the request of the office, she attended the Little League Parade.  She 
marched in the parade and served as one of the judges.  On April 19th she attended another 
meeting with the County Recycling Coordinator.  She is still gathering information and has 
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visited nine businesses and made many phone calls trying to update the records of the 
Borough’s recycling information.  Some businesses in the Borough have never been contacted 
before.  She is meeting again with Renee next Monday.  She went to Wantage to give them the 
names of the places that were listed on our report but were actually in Wantage.   
 
Mayor Parrott asked Mrs. Little if she has had a chance to look at the census regarding the 
students that are attending the Sussex/Wantage schools and she responded that it is usually 
done after the beginning of school, so she will have to wait until the fall to do it. 
 
Mrs. Gleason stated that she thinks that Colleen did it for us this school year. 
 
Mrs. Gleason gave the DPW report, a copy of which is on file in the Clerk’s office. 
 
Mayor Parrott stated that he attended a fundraiser for Gary Chiusano and the Fire Department 
dinner in the last few weeks.  He attended the public hearing that the Borough held for the 
manhole project.  While John Ruschke was up here for that we talked about a few of the other 
projects that were going on in the Borough.  In conversation with Mr. Ezzo regarding the 
Guardian Angels he was told that they would like to continue policing the Borough but that they 
need a place to operate out of.  He called Mr. Ezzo to see if they would be patrolling because if 
they were not going to be then perhaps we would have our Quality of Life Officer’s work 
different shifts.  The Guardian Angels still have things down at the DPW garage so he told Mr. 
Ezzo that it has to be removed from there before Hardyston takes over.  The mayor thought that 
he may temporarily use the municipal building but Mr. Ursin stated that it was not a good idea.  
Mayor Parrott stated that he hopes they continue to patrol the Borough because they do a good 
job as a presence to deter things going on.   
 
Mr. Dykstra stated that he has seen them patrolling in the last week. 
 
Mrs. Gleason stated that the bid opening is this coming Thursday for the tank painting project. 
She also stated that we got a letter from FEMA stating that we were granted the extension until 
May 15th to enter into a contract with someone to rehabilitate the fields.  The letter did not 
address, however, Harold Pellow’s concerns about reducing the size of the field.  Mrs. Gleason 
stated that she was verbally told that there would be no problem with the reduction in size but 
that she has requested something in writing from FEMA.    
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Mr. LaBar asked if Mr. Ursin has heard anything about the Alpine easement and Mr. Ursin 
responded that he has sent a follow-up letter to the attorney but has heard nothing back.  Mayor 
Parrott stated that he and Cathy will call the manager again to see if we can get this resolved.    
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 

 
Mr. Fransen made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of the Regular Meeting and 
Executive Session held on March 16, 2010.  Seconded by Mr. LaBar. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: None  Abstentions: Dykstra 

 
Mr. Meyer made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of the Regular Meeting held on April 
6, 2010.  Seconded by Mr. Dykstra. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Dykstra, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: None  Abstentions: Fransen, LaBar 

 
Adoption Ordinance #2010-04 – Supplemental Appropriation 

 
Mr. Meyer made a motion to adopt an ordinance entitled “A BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING A 
SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OF $150,000 FOR THE REHABILITATION OF 
MANHOLES IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF SUSSEX, IN THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX, NEW 
JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUEANCE OF $150,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 
BOROUGH FOR FINANCING THE APPROPRIATION AND AMENDING THE PRIOR 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION”.  Seconded by Mr. Dykstra. 
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Before final roll call Mayor Parrott opened the meeting to the public for any questions or 
concerns that they may have regarding Ordinance #2010-04.   
 
There being no one from the public who wished to address the Governing Body regarding 
Ordinance #2010-04, Mayor Parrott closed the meeting to the public and returned to the regular 
order of business. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Dykstra, Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: None  Abstentions: None 
 
Award of Contract – Country Glass Shop 
 
Mr. LaBar made a motion to enter into a contract with Country Glass Shop in the amount of 
$965.00 to construct a glass partition in the Clerk’s office of the Municipal Building.  Seconded 
by Mr. Dykstra. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Dykstra, Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None  Absent: None  Abstentions: None 
 
Interlocal Agreement Hardyston Township – DPW Services 
 
Mr. Meyer made a motion to approve an Interlocal agreement, with the incorporated changes, 
with Hardyston Township to provide DPW Services for the Borough of Sussex, for a four and ½ 
year term beginning May 1, 2010 and ending December 31, 2014.  Seconded by Mr. Dykstra. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Dykstra, Fransen, LaBar, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: Little  Absent: None  Abstentions: None 
 
OPEN PUBLIC SESSION #2 
 
Mr. Fransen made a motion to open the meeting to the public for anyone wishing to address the 
Governing Body.  Seconded by Mr. LaBar. All were in favor. 
 
Mr. Bob Regavich, Deputy OEM Coordinator and ex-chief of the Sussex Fire Department 
addressed the Council regarding the April 11th drill that the fire department had on Main Street 
in the Borough. He stated that he heard that there was some flack from the business owners 
regarding the drill being held on Main Street on an early Sunday morning.  The course was held 
last year in Newton and the Borough was approached this year to see if we would be interested 
in hosting the event.  It is a county wide course open to all of the departments in the County.  
The Fire Department graciously said yes because they know how important it would be if there 
were ever a fire on Main Street.  When the course was held in Newton last year all of the 
business owners that were effected on Spring Street were in full support of the event.  After the 
drill they wrote letters to the Fire Marshall and to the Newton Fire Department thanking them for 
hosting the course and being concerned about their businesses.  To hear that our business 
owners weren’t as enthusiastic about the event is very disheartening to him as a firefighter.  As 
firefighters they live, breath, eat and sleep fire.  They are always thinking about how they can 
protect our community and to make it a save place to live.  The Sussex Fire Department was 
very disheartened to hear that some of the business owners had a problem with them taking 
preventative measures for their safety.  In April of 2001 there were three incidents, one in the 
Linwood Nursing Home, one in Consolidated Lumber and one in the Sussex Inn.  Those were 
three days of misery for him as the chief because at that time they did not have a lot of preplans 
in place that should have been in place.  They handled it to the best of their ability at little 
expense to the town.  What they accomplished on April 11th was to get an idea of how, if a 
major fire breaks out on Main Street, they would attack the fire.  As Council people, you get to 
see the business owners more then the members of the fire department, and Mr. Regavich 
asked the Council to please explain to the business owners the importance of the drill. 
 
Mayor Parrott thanked the fire department and told Mr. Regavich that he and Cathy called and 
wrote letters to the businesses explaining the importance of the drill and the department’s 
dedication to serving and protecting the residents and businesses of the Borough.  
Unfortunately it fell on deaf ears.  Mayor Parrott stated that he would welcome them back 
anytime to do the drill on Main Street.  
 
There being no one present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mr. LaBar made a 
motion to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Mr. Dykstra.  All were in favor.  
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MISCELLANEOUS COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Meyer thanked all of the Council for their help in putting together the DPW agreement and 
that he is confident that the towns will work well together to provide the services to the residents 
of the Borough. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
  
There being no further items for discussion by the Mayor and Council, Mr. LaBar made a motion 
to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Meyer.  All were in favor.  
 
 
 
 
        _____________________________ 
        Christian Parrott, Mayor 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Catherine Gleason, RMC         


