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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

OF THE BOROUGH OF SUSSEX 
HELD AT THE SUSSEX MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

2 MAIN STREET, SUSSEX, NJ 
MAY 4, 2010 

 

Mayor Parrott called the meeting to order and requested the clerk to call the roll. Upon roll call, 
the following members of the Governing Body were present: Mr. Fransen, Mr. LaBar, Mrs. Little 
Mr. Meyer, Mr. Rose, Mayor Parrott.   Absent was Mr. Dykstra. 
 
Mayor Parrott asked that the Boy Scouts lead the assembly in the flag salute and requested a 
moment of silence. 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
At this time Mayor Parrott recognized Boy Scout Troop 97 and Jonathan Rose presented a plaque to 
Christopher Evertz for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout. 
 
**Let the record show that Mr. Dykstra arrived at 7:36PM. 
 
Mayor Parrott stated “This meeting is being held in compliance with the provisions of the Open 
Public Meetings Act, P.L. 1975, Ch. 231. It has been properly advertised and certified by the 
Clerk.” 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

  
Mayor Parrott requested that all persons present review the consent agenda and offer any 
comments they may have at this time regarding the consent agenda. 
  
Mrs. Little made a motion to accept the consent agenda of May 4, 2010. Seconded by Mr. 
Fransen. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING ONLY OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 

1. Fire Hydrant flushing notice from May 24, 2010 to June 4, 2010 on weekdays 
from 8am to 3pm. 

2. Letter dated April 22, 2010 from Marianne Smith, Administrator Hardyston 
Township, to John Coursen in regards to his appointment to position of laborer 
within the Hardyston DPW. 

3. Letter dated April 22, 2010 from Marianne Smith, Administrator Hardyston 
Township, to Larry Kinney in regards to his appointment to position of laborer 
within the Hardyston DPW. 

4. E-mail from Catherine Gleason to Chris Douglas regarding the pump repairs. 
5. Special Joint budget meeting notice from High Point Regional High School. 
6. Memo from Catherine Gleason to Hank Hotalen regarding Dave Brooks and the 

Welfare to Work Program Participants. 
7. Letter dated April 22, 2010 from Hardyston Township to Joseph DuPont 

regarding his appointment to part-time position of Seasonal Laborer with 
Hardyston Township DPW. 

8. Letter dated April 22, 2010 from Christina Riker to the New Jersey Herald 
regarding a Reorganization Meeting of the Sussex Wantage Board of Education. 

9. Letter dated April 22, 2010 from Christina Riker to the New Jersey Herald 
regarding a Special Meeting of the Sussex Wantage Board of Education. 

10. Memo dated April 23, 2010 from Catherine Gleason to Colleen Little and Sam 
Rome regarding payroll for Larry Kinney, John Coursen and Joseph DuPont. 

11. E-mail SFC Chytrack regarding the ball field and changing of base paths. 
12. Letter from Bob Martin, Commissioner of the DEP, regarding the 2010 Clean 

Communities Funding Allocations. 
13. E-mail from Bruce Benton to Catherine Gleason and Pat Fischer regarding 

Sussex Borough Housing Program GA 08-2129 – extension to the deadline for 
compliance with the lead paint. 

14. Letter dated April 21, 2010 from Catherine Gleason to John Coursen advising 
him of the Interlocal Agreement with Hardyston Township for DPW services. 

15. Letter dated April 21, 2010 from Catherine Gleason to Larry Kinney advising him 
of the Interlocal Agreement with Hardyston Township for DPW services. 
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16. Letter dated April 21, 2010 from Catherine Gleason to Joseph DuPont advising 
him of the Interlocal Agreement with Hardyston Township for DPW services. 

17. Letter dated April 23, 2010 from Sandra Krietzman, Chief Bureau of Safe 
Drinking Water regarding the drinking water state revolving fund program. 

18. Resolution of Wantage Township regarding the reimbursement to Block 602 Lot 
15 (10 Clove Ave) for an inspection of said property. 

 
REPORTS  (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 

1. Construction report for March 2010. 
2. Year to Date Construction Fees Report. 

 
APPLICATIONS  (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 

1.  Payment of bills for the meeting of May 4, 2010. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Dykstra, Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None Absent:   None Abstentions:   None 
  
OPEN PUBLIC SESSION #1 

  
Mr. LaBar made a motion to open the meeting to the public for anyone wishing to address the 
Governing Body. Seconded by Mr. Meyer.  All were in favor. 
 
Mrs. Grace Dykstra, 37 Main Street, thanked the Mayor for quieting the neighborhood down.  
There are eleven units in the building that she lives in and 3 are renting now.   They have 
stopped doing background checks on people that are coming in.  There are any where from 60 
to 75 preschool children on the first floor for the head start program and she would like someone 
to look into having the background checks done.  The other problem that Mrs. Dykstra had she 
was able to resolve herself. 
 
Mayor Parrott asked if the Borough has any authority on that. 
 
Mr. Ursin stated that the Borough has no authority on making a private landlord do background 
checks on incoming tenants. 
 
Mrs. Dykstra asked where else she could bring this matter to.  She has already written to the 
state. 
 
Mr. Ursin stated that he can’t think of any regulation that would require landlords to follow 
certain procedures in renting to tenants. 
 
Mr. Rose asked if Mrs. Dykstra brought this issue to the NORWESCAP board and Mrs. Dykstra 
stated that she has. 
  
There being no one present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mr. Fransen made a 
motion to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Mr. Meyer.  All were in favor.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
Mr. Dykstra stated that he attended the Defeated Budget Meeting at High Point Regional High 
School on Monday, May 3rd.  He is very proud of the council.  He feels that it was a unified effort 
to present a fair and balanced resolution and solution to the tax payers request to cut the 
budget; he feels it was very reasonable.  He feels that some people in some of the towns saw 
the reasonableness but he hopes the other towns will pursue the same due diligence.  There 
are people on both sides of that story.  There are people in that building but there are people 
outside of that building and there are two different worlds, a world of school and a world of 
reality, and they need to learn to meet because reality is not meeting fiction.  We have nothing 
against the teachers; we were not there to criticize the school.  We can do more with less.  It’s 
time to tighten the belt and to stand up and look at the task and go do it.  I think we were 
prepared and fell short to a resolution.  Teachers are not the only one’s losing their jobs, it’s 
happening all over the country.  The administration did not step forward as the first group to say 
that they would take a cut.  They said they would only freeze their salary if the union staff froze 
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their salary.  He stated that he personally feels that this is dangerous ground and he is 
disappointed in the administration and the board’s response to that.  You have to lead by 
example and that would have been a prime example as how to lead.  He thinks we treated the 
board with respect and I think that they appreciated that. 
  
Mayor Parrott stated that there will be another meeting on May 17th with the sending districts.  
Our position is to cut 1.5% which is approximately $241,000.  He wondered if there was 
anything that we could do to make the other towns realize that we are firm in our position.  A 
.5% cut is not enough.  If the towns can’t come to a consensus then the budget will be sent 
down to the State. 
 
Mr. Ursin stated that as a group this governing body is entitled to take whatever position it wants 
at negotiations. 
 
Mayor Parrott asked how the Council felt as far as our position that we will take at that meeting.  
Do you want to stay fast with our position of what we presented?  He stated that if the BOE 
agreed on a higher number however he would go along with it. 
 
Mr. Dykstra stated that we should see what the other towns come up with. 
 
Mr. Fransen stated that on April 23rd he and Ken Nelson attended the New Jersey Planning 
Officials dinner for achievement awards.  Ken submitted the master plan for an award.  The 
Borough was picked as one (1) of twenty-three (23) to receive an award.  Mr. Fransen will 
present the award to the planning board at their next meeting. 
 
Mr. Rose had no report.  Mr. Rose asked if a letter could be sent to Senator Oroho in regards to 
the school budget cuts. 
 
Mr. Ursin stated that he has been involved in some meetings recently with the DOT regarding 
the Route 23 realignment and it occurred to him that some towns in Sussex County have been 
pushing harder to expand the sewer service areas.  Senator Oroho has arranged for the DEP 
Commissioner to come up and tour some of the areas and it would seem to me that it would be 
very timely with the way the DOT is going to move to request that Sussex and Wantage get that 
opportunity to meet with Senator Oroho and the DEP Commissioner.  He was going to call 
Senator Oroho and see if it can be put on the calendar for this summer.  The Council agreed to 
let Mr. Ursin contact Senator Oroho to try to set up a meeting with the Commissioner. 
 
Mrs. Little stated that on 4/26 she met with Renee Casapulla, Sussex County Recycling 
Coordinator, for one and a half hours to work on the Sussex Borough’s Recycling Tonnage 
Grant Application.  At this time Sussex Borough’s tonnage has increased by 146.03 tons from 
last year, there may be some tonnage added before the application is sent in.  On 4/27 sje 
attended the special Sussex Borough Council meeting with the Sussex Wantage School Board 
to have a presentation of their budget which was rejected by the voters.  On 5/3 she attended 
the special meeting at High Point for their budget which was rejected by the voters.  There is a 
clean communities municipal coordinators meeting on May 11th at noon at Farmstead Golf and 
Country Club which she will be attending. 
 
Mr. Meyer stated that Hardyston is beginning to take over our DPW.  The Mayor met with Hank, 
so he will give that report. 
 
Mr. LaBar stated that three (3) new shade trees were planted on Chestnut Street on Saturday, 
so that project is now complete.  John came down and trimmed the dog wood trees out front of 
the Borough Hall on Saturday. 
 
Mayor Parrott stated that he has spoken with representative from Alpine Village out in Arizona 
and that she was going to grease some wheels with the attorneys to get in touch with Mr. Ursin.  
Mr. Ursin stated that we wrote two (2) letters in the past couple weeks. 
 
Mayor Parrott offered the DPW report and a copy of the report is on file in the Municipal Clerk’s 
office. He stated that he spoke to Marianne from Hardyston about the call out procedure; our 
policy is minimum of 2 hours person and Hardyston‘s policy is a minimum of 4 hours per person.  
Asked the DPW to fix up the Gazebo; they have painted the floor and cleaned up the park.  He 
attended the Mayor’s Conference in Atlantic City from April 27th through ay 1st. 
 
Mr. Ursin stated that the Borough had two (2) properties in the County Tax Appeal court and 
they were worked out very quickly. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
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Mr. LaBar asked about the water situation next to the Borough Hall.  Mr. Ursin stated that there 
is a sump pump that drains in the direction of the municipal building.  A letter has been sent 
telling them to redirect the water away from the borough hall.  Mr. LaBar stated that if the water 
were going the other direction we would be in court for it.  Mr. Ursin stated that perhaps we 
should have the engineer take a look at the situation.  Mr. Ursin will write another letter to Mrs. 
Devine regarding the water situation. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resolution #2010-37R – Sussex Fire Department Roadway Collection 

 
Mrs. Little made a motion to approve a resolution authorizing the Sussex Borough Fire Department 
to hold a roadway collection on May 28, May 29, May 30 and May 31, 2010.  Seconded by Mr. 
Fransen. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Dykstra, Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None    Absent:  None    Abstentions:   None 

 
Resolution #2010-38R – Appointing Recycling Coordinator 
 
Mr. Fransen made a motion to approve a resolution appointing Katherine Little as the Recycling 
Coordinator for the Borough of Sussex.  Seconded by Mr. LaBar. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Dykstra, Fransen, LaBar, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None    Absent:  None    Abstentions:   Little 
 
Resolution #2010-39R – 2009 Tonnage Grant Application 
 
Mr. LaBar made a motion to approve a resolution endorsing the submission of the 2009 recycling 
tonnage grant application.  Seconded by Mr. Dykstra. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Dykstra, Fransen, LaBar, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None    Absent:  None    Abstentions:   Little 
 
Purchase of Insulation and Paint for Newton Avenue Water Line 

 
Mr. Meyer made a motion to approve a purchase in the amount of $3,917.00 from the Lee Company 
for urethane pipe covering and paint for the Newton Avenue Water Line.  (as recommended by John 
Ruschke – e-mail attached)  Seconded by Mr. Fransen. 
 
Mr. Dykstra asked if there were quotes obtained for the purchase of the urethane pipe covering and 
paint for the Newton Avenue Water Line.  Mr. Ursin stated that its capital work, it’s 20% of the bid 
threshold. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Dykstra, Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None    Absent:  None    Abstentions:   None 
 
Application for Use of Borough Facilities – High Point Football 
Mr. LaBar made a motion to approve an application submitted by High Point Midget Football to use 
Brookside Park and concession stand from July 15, 2010 to December 21, 2010, Monday through 
Friday 6 pm to 10 pm and Saturday and Sunday 8 am to 10 pm.  Seconded by Mr. Meyer. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Dykstra, Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None    Absent:  None    Abstentions:   None 

 
Vehicle Lease Agreement – Hardyston Township 
 
Mr. Meyer made a motion to enter into an agreement with Hardyston Township to lease six of the 
Borough’s vehicles (list attached) for the sum of one dollar and will be in full force and effect during 
the term of the shared services agreement.  Seconded by Mr. LaBar. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Dykstra, Fransen, LaBar, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: Little    Absent:  None    Abstentions:   None 
Award of Contract – Water Tank Painting 
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Mr. Meyer motion to award a contract to U.S. Tank Painting, Inc. in the amount of $591,000.00 for 
the painting and renovation of the two water tanks owned by Sussex Borough as recommended by 
John Ruschke, Water/Sewer Engineer, pending the certification of available funds, approval by the 
NJDEP and endorsement by the Borough Attorney. Seconded by Mr. Dykstra. 
 
Mr. Rose asked what our contribution to the project was. 
 
After much discussion, Mr. Rose made a motion to table the award of the contract for Water Tank 
Painting until the next meeting, seconded by Mr. LaBar. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Dykstra, Fransen, LaBar, Little, Meyer, Rose 
Nays: None    Absent:  None    Abstentions:   None 
 
Award of Contract – Hatch, Mott MacDonald 
 
A motion is in order to award a contract in an amount not to exceed $30,000 to Hatch Mott 
MacDonald to undertake the scope of services necessary to oversee the Water Tank Renovation 
and Painting Project. 
 
This item was tabled along with the above item until the next meeting. 

   
 OPEN PUBLIC SESSION #2 

 

Mr. Dykstra made a motion to open the meeting to the public for anyone wishing to address the 
Governing Body.  Seconded by Mr. Fransen. All were in favor. 
 
Ms. TerryAnn Zander of the Advertiser News addressed the council regarding the proper title of 
the award that was received by the planning board.  May 18th is your next meeting and May 15th 
is the deadline for FEMA and the Brookside Park work.  Mrs. Little stated that we have until 
June 15th to use the money from FEMA. 
 
There being no one present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mr. LaBar made a 
motion to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Mr. Dykstra.  All were in favor.  
 

MISCELLANEOUS COMMENTS 

  
ADJOURNMENT 

  
There being no further items for discussion by the Mayor and Council, Mr. LaBar made a motion 
to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Fransen.  All were in favor. 
 
 
 
              
         Christian Parrott, Mayor 
 
     
Catherine Gleason, RMC          


