
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

OF THE BOROUGH OF SUSSEX 
HELD AT THE SUSSEX MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

2 MAIN STREET, SUSSEX, NJ 
MARCH 15, 2016 

 
Mayor Little called the meeting to order and requested the clerk to call the roll. Upon roll 
call, the following members of the Governing Body were present: Mr. Albert Decker, Mr. 
Robert Holowach, Mrs. Linda Masson, Mr. Edward Meyer, Mrs. Georgeanna Stoll, and 
Mayor Katherine Little  
 
Absent:  Mr. Frank Dykstra 
 
Also present: Tom Ferry, Borough Auditor, Borough Attorney Mr. Frank McGovern, Esq. of 
McGovern and Roseman, P.A. and Mr. Mark Zschack, Municipal Administrator/Clerk 
 
Mayor Little led the assembly in the flag salute and requested a moment of silence. 
 
Mayor Little stated “This meeting is being held in compliance with the provisions of the 
Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. It has been properly advertised and 
certified by the Clerk.” 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to approve the agenda for March 15, 2016 as submitted.  
Motion seconded by Mrs. Masson 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Dykstra 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 

 
Mr. Michael Meliti, attorney for Service Electric Cable TV, addressed the governing body 
concerning the application for renewal of municipal consent for Service Electric Cable TV.  
There were no questions or concerns from the Governing Body or public in regards the 
renewal of municipal consent for Service Electric Cable TV. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
  
In accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, Mr. Decker made a 
motion to adjourn into closed executive session to discuss Borough Employee Salary and 
Wage. Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll 
  
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Dykstra 
 
After meeting in closed session, the Governing Body returned to their seats at 8:01 p.m. 
and Mrs. Masson made a motion to adjourn out of closed executive session and to be 
reconvened into open public session. Motion seconded by Mr. Decker 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Dykstra 
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DISCUSSION 
 
A discussion took place concerning the water and sewer budget. The only change that was 
made to the spreadsheet was the removal of $10,697 from account number 09-201-55-544-
000.  
Mrs. Masson requested that the $150,000 for the Wallkill Crossing on the Capital 
Spreadsheet be placed back on the spreadsheet. It would jeopardize the grants. An email 
from the Grant Writer was read. It was stated that the decision on this matter is on the 
agenda and will be decided later in the meeting. There was a brief discussion concerning 
the I & I project.  
 
The current fund budget was reviewed with the updates from the March 8, 2016 meeting. 
Additional changes from the previous meeting were discussed. Tom Ferry, Borough Auditor 
reviewed the impact to taxpayers of the budget as presented. The recreation line was 
reviewed and the decision was to transfer any remaining monies to the recreation trust. The 
Borough Attorney was directed to draft a resolution for consideration later in the meeting. 
There were no further questions concerning the budget as proposed.  
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: Mayor Little opened the floor to each member of the Council to 
offer their respective committee reports.  
 
Mrs. Stoll stated that she attended the Sussex Wantage Board Meeting and it was 
discussed that the current superintendent is not going to renew their contract and that the 
solar panel project transformer will be delivered at the end of March and installed promptly.   
 
Mr. Meyer stated that there has not been a planning/zoning meeting and I have received no 
requests for rate reviews.  I would request that the clerk send me all information from the 
last year so I can see what was done. 
 
Mrs. Masson stated that on March 2nd she attended a SCMUA meeting and they were 
discussing Sussex Borough’s 21st pipe break which was 30 feet south of the previous break 
and they were saying that when that was initially done the wrong class of pipe was used.  
They should have used a schedule 52 and they used a schedule 50.  They suggested we 
take a piece of that pipe and send it to be evaluated to DIPRA and I can find out the specific 
information.  They also said that they will look into the specs from when that original 
installation was done because the state was involved with that and SCMUA feels that we 
may have some kind of recourse there.  If SCMUA sends out an employee to a break we 
are not being billed for that. 
 
Mr. Decker offered no report at this time. 
 
Mr. Holowach stated that the DOT punch list is underway, we did order a sewer camera, 
and the fire hydrant was repaired by the water tank by the Christian School.  At the water 
treatment plant we are continuing to work on the containment areas, plumbing issues and 
general cleanup of the plant is in the pricing phase and replaced an air compressor that 
failed.  The sewer break from February 25th the summary was sent to the DEP and a copy 
is on file in the borough hall.  The one valve was installed up at the PRV chamber on Smith 
Road.  We are working on a sewer complaint process document for those resident who 
have a sewer issue at their property.  We received the treatability study for Lake Rutherford.  
We are just waiting for formal numbers from AGRA for PFC testing; there are four locations 
to test at, 2 outside the borough and 2 with in the borough.  We are continuing to work on 
the Lake Rutherford transmission line. 
 
The Administrator/Clerk offered the following report: 
 
Animal Control 

The Borough was informed by Animal Control that there was a report of a cat bite that 
occurred on February 27th and the animal tested positive for rabies. The NJ Department of 
Health was involved and the animal was euthanized. We are not sure where the incident 
took place but the location of the animal’s origin was 16 Walling Ave. (The Creamery) 
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2016 Financial Disclosure Statement (FDS) Filing 
 
Per N.J.S.A. 40A, the 2016 Financial Disclosure Statement (FDS) filing season is almost 
upon us. The 2015 list will need to be reviewed and updated by the Clerk’s office. Once the 
process is finalized all Local Government Officers will be notified of the procedure and 
deadline. 

Wantage Planning Board Notice 

The Borough has received a notice from Martin Van Der Heide, Esq. concerning Block 18 
Lot 43, one Wiebel Plaza to allow for the use of a parking lot on the property for the storage 
of new vehicles. Public hearing will be held on Tuesday March 22, 2016 at the Wantage 
Township Municipal Building, 888 Route 23. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
  
Mayor Little requested that the Governing Body review the consent agenda.  If any member 
of the Council desires an item to be removed, the Municipal Clerk shall remove said item, 
which will then be considered separately. 
 
Mrs. Masson requested that item numbered 2 under correspondence and item number 10 
under reports be removed and considered separately. 
 
 
Mrs. Stoll made a motion to accept the consent agenda of March 15, 2016 with the removal 
of item numbered 2 under correspondence and item number 10 under reports.  
Motion seconded by Mr. Decker 
 
CORRESPONDENCE (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING ONLY OF THE FOLLOWING):   
 

1. Flyer from Jersey Central Power and Light regarding a tour of Northern NJ 
Distribution Control Center on March 16, 2016 from 1:30-3:30. 

2. Letter received from Jesse Wolosky to Melissa Caton regarding the purchase of Tax 
Sale Certificate #15-07. 

3. Letter dated March 3, 2016 from Jennifer Shortino of the Sussex County Board of 
Health regarding a food application and floor plan that was submitted by Satnam 
Singh. 
 

REPORTS (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 

1. Clerk’s Report from the month of February 2016. 
2. Construction Department report from the month of February 2016. 
3. Property Maintenance Department from the month of February 2016. 
4. Tax Collector’s report from the month of February 2016. 
5. Water Sewer Collector report from the month of February 2016. 
6. Grant Writer report from the month of February 2016. 
7. Planning/Zoning Board meeting minutes from January 26, 2016. 
8. Delinquent Utility Properties Report as of March 11, 2016. 
9. Unpaid Utility Properties Report as of March 11, 2016. 
10. Water Shut Off Report as of March 11, 2016. 

 
APPLICATIONS (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 
RESOLUTIONS: (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 
Payment of bills for the meeting of March 15, 2016. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Dykstra   
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Mrs. Masson made a motion to accept correspondence item number 2 on the Consent 
Agenda of March 15, 2016 “Letter received from Jesse Wolosky to Melissa Caton regarding 
the purchase of Tax Sale Certificate #15-07.”  
Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll. 
 
After a brief discussion it was the consensus of the governing body to have the attorney 
gather more information and discuss this topic in executive session at the next meeting. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Dykstra 
 
Mrs. Masson made a motion to accept report item number 10 on the Consent Agenda of 
March 15, 2016 “Water Shut Off Report as of March 11, 2016.”  
Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll. 
 
After a brief discussion it was the consensus of the governing to obtain more information on 
the water shut offs and place a discussion on the next agenda. 
 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Dykstra 
 
 
OPEN PUBLIC SESSION #1 
  
Mr. Decker made a motion to open the meeting to the public for any questions or comments 
concerning items on the agenda for which no public discussion is provided. All comments 
should be directed to the Mayor and are limited to 5 minutes with a total of 10 minutes for 
the Council to discuss. Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll 
All were in favor. 
 
Mr. Kevin Ziccarello owner 14 Newton Avenue, Sussex, addressed the governing body 
asking if he could suspend his water service while the necessary repairs, that could take 9-
12 months, are made to the building. 
  
There being no one else present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mrs. Stoll 
made a motion to close the meeting to the public. Motion seconded by Mrs. Masson  
All were in favor.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 

 
Mr. Decker made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of the Regular Meeting and 
Executive Session held on February 16, 2016. Motion seconded by Mrs. Masson 
 
 
Mrs. Masson made a motion to amend the original motion to:  
 

1. Change on page one first paragraph, under Committee Reports, the sentences that 
reads: 

 
Mrs. Masson stated that she has not attended any committees as of yet as the 
committees were assigned. 
To read: 
Mrs. Masson stated that she has not attended any committee meetings as of yet as 
the committees only recently were assigned. 
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2. On page seven under Open Public Session, Mr. Jessie Wolosky add the sentence 
“Mr. Wolosky stated that he would like to purchase the lien for the Sussex Inn for 
less than the requested amount.”   

 
3. On page eight change the two votes of Mr. Holowach from Abstention to Absent.  

 
Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll 
 
Upon roll call vote to amend the original motion: 
Ayes: Decker, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Dykstra 
 
Mrs. Masson made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of the Regular Meeting and 
Executive Session held on February 16, 2016 as amended. Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll 
 
Upon roll call vote of original motion as amended: 
Ayes: Decker, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Dykstra 

 
Resolution 2016-93R – Budget Self-Examination Program 

 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-93R authorizing participation in 
Self-Examination Program of the 2016 municipal budget.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Dykstra 

 
Resolution 2016-94R – Support of No Passing Zone 

 
Mrs. Masson made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-94R supporting the use of a “No 
Passing Zone” on Route 284, in Sussex Borough as recommended by NJDOT.  
Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Dykstra 
 
Resolution 2016-95R – Customers Request Water/Sewer Adjustment  

 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-95R approving the customer’s 
request to suspend the water and sewer charges for account number 3587. 
Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll. 
 
After a brief discussion and with the recommendation that this request be forwarded to the 
Rate Study Committee Mr. Holowach made a motion to table this request to the May 3, 
2016 meeting. Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll. 
 
Upon roll call vote to table: 
Ayes: Decker, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Dykstra 
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Resolution 2016-96R – Grant Writer 
 
Mr. Decker made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-96R awarding a contract from April 1, 
2016 through December 31, 2016, to Bruno Associates, and authorize the Mayor to execute 
said contract for a cost not to exceed $27,000.00. Motion seconded by Mrs. Masson 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Dykstra 
 
Resolution 2016-97R – Rt. 23 Water Utility Main Extension Withdrawal 
 
Mayor Little requested a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-97R agreeing to withdraw the 
request to the NJDOT to construct an underground water main for NJDOT Project “Route 
23 over a Branch of the Wallkill River”  
 
No action was taken 

 
Resolution 2016-98R – Rt. 23 Water Utility Main Extension Modification 
 
Mayor Little requested a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-98R agreeing to modify the 
request to the NJDOT to construct an underground water main for NJDOT Project “Route 
23 over a Branch of the Wallkill River”  
 
No action was taken 

 
Resolution 2016-99R – Rt. 23 Water Utility Main Extension Confirmation 
 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-99R agreeing to confirm the request 
to the NJDOT to construct an underground water main for NJDOT Project “Route 23 over a 
Branch of the Wallkill River” Motion seconded by Mr. Decker 

 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Holowach, Masson, Stoll 
Nays: Meyer 
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Dykstra 
 
Resolution 2016-100R – Transfer of 2015 Funds 
 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to Suspend the Rules and adopt Resolution 2016-100R 
that states:  NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Sussex, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, that all incumbencies 
against the funds remaining in Recreation Account Number 01-201-28-370-021 are 
hereby cancelled and shall be transferred to the Recreation Trust Fund.”                        
Motion seconded by Mr. Decker 

Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Dykstra 
 
Adoption Ordinance 2016-02 – Amend Section 24-1.4, Chapter XXIV 

 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2016-02 entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF SUSSEX, COUNTY OF SUSSEX AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO 
AMEND SUBPARAGRAPH (J), ENTITLED “QUARTERLY CHARGES FOR USE OF 
WATER AND SEWER”, OF SECTION 24-1.4, ENTITLED “WATER/SEWER SYSTEM 
FEES,” OF CHAPTER XXIV, ENTITLED “FEES”, OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF SUSSEX.” Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll 
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Mayor Little opened the meeting to the public for any questions or concerns regarding 
Ordinance #2016-02. 
 
There being no one present who wished to address the governing body Mayor Little closed 
the meeting to the public. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Dykstra 
 

 
Introduction Ordinance 2016-03 – Establish a Cap Bank 
 

Mr. Holowach made a motion to introduce Ordinance 2016-03 entitled “CALENDAR YEAR 
2016 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS 
AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14).”  Motion seconded by Mrs. 
Stoll            

Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Dykstra 
 
Mayor Little stated that the final reading of this Ordinance will be on April 5, 2016 
 
 
OPEN PUBLIC SESSION #2 
 
Mrs. Stoll made a motion to open the meeting to the public for any questions or comments 
concerning the good and welfare of the Borough. All comments should be directed to the 
Mayor and are limited to 5 minutes with a total of 10 minutes for the Council to discuss. 
Motion seconded by Mrs. Masson  
All were in favor. 
 
 
There being no one present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mr. Decker made 
a motion to close the meeting to the public. Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll  
All were in favor. 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
  
There being no further items for discussion by the Mayor and Council, Mrs. Stoll made a 
motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded by Mr. Decker  
All were in favor.  
 
 
 
 
_________________                                 ________________________ 
Katherine Little, Mayor                      Mark Zschack, Municipal Clerk 
 
        
 

Date Approved:  April 19, 2016 


