
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

OF THE BOROUGH OF SUSSEX 
HELD AT THE SUSSEX MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

2 MAIN STREET, SUSSEX, NJ 
APRIL 5, 2016 

 
Mayor Little called the meeting to order and requested the clerk to call the roll. Upon roll 
call, the following members of the Governing Body were present: Mr. Albert Decker, Mr. 
Frank Dykstra, Mr. Robert Holowach, Mrs. Linda Masson, Mr. Edward Meyer, Mrs. 
Georgeanna Stoll, and Mayor Katherine Little  
 
Absent:  None 
 
Also present: Borough Attorney Mr. Frank McGovern, Esq. of McGovern and Roseman, 
P.A. and Mr. Mark Zschack, Municipal Administrator/Clerk 
 
Mayor Little led the assembly in the flag salute and requested a moment of silence. 
 
Mayor Little stated “This meeting is being held in compliance with the provisions of the 
Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. It has been properly advertised and 
certified by the Clerk.” 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to approve the agenda for April 5, 2016 as submitted.  
Motion seconded by Mr. Decker 
 
Mrs. Masson made a motion to amend the agenda to allow for open public session after 
each presentation.  Motion seconded by Mr. Decker 
 
Upon roll call vote to amend original motion: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
Upon roll call vote of original motion as amended: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Dr. Scott Ripley, superintendent of High Point Regional High School distributed a handout to the 
Governing Body that included a power point presentation of the budget. Dr. Ripley delivered a 
presentation concerning the school’s 2016-2017 budget. Dr. Ripley answered questions from 
members of the Governing Body. Mr. Kyle Vealey, President of the High Point Regional Board 
of Education introduced himself and defended Dr. Ripley and the budget. Additional questions 
were asked and discussed.  
 
OPEN PUBLIC SESSION 
 
Mrs. Masson made a motion to open the meeting to the public for any questions or 
comments concerning the High Point presentation. Motion seconded by Mr. Decker 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
Mr. William Gettler, 98 Gemmer Road, Wantage distributed a handout to the Governing 
Body. Mr. Gettler offered comments concerning the High Point Regional High School budget. 
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Dr. Scott Ripley, superintendent of High Point Regional High School defended the budget as 
presented.  
Mr. William Gettler, 98 Gemmer Road, Wantage offered additional comments concerning 
the High Point budget.  
 
There being no one else present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mr. Decker 
made a motion to close the meeting to the public. Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: Mayor Little opened the floor to each member of the Council to 
offer their respective committee reports.  
 
Mrs. Masson offered no report at this time. 
 
Mrs. Stoll stated that she has no report for Recreation Committee and that she will be 
attending the Sussex Wantage School Board meeting tomorrow night.  The personnel 
committee met and made some adjustments that needed to be done and they show in the 
salary ordinance. 
 
Mr. Meyer stated that the planning and zoning meeting was moved to next week.  On the 
agenda this evening is a resolution setting up the EDU committee. Discussion ensued 
concerning the recording and the taking of minutes at committee meetings. 
 
Mr. Dykstra offered no report at this time. 
 
Mr. Holowach stated that we still have a leak from the tower behind the Christian School 
and we need to cut trees to engage a contractor to do the work. 
 
Mayor Little made a comment concerning an employee, Mark Zschack, that went above and 
beyond his regular duties. 
 
ADMINISTRATORS REPORT   
 
The Administrator/Clerk offered no report at this time.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
  
Mayor Little requested that the Governing Body review the consent agenda.  If any member of 
the Council desires an item to be removed, the Municipal Clerk shall remove said item, which 
will then be considered separately. 
 
Mrs. Masson requested that item number 2 under correspondence be removed and 
considered separately. 
 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to accept the consent agenda of April 5, 2016 with the 
removal of item number 2 under correspondence. Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll 
 
CORRESPONDENCE (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING ONLY OF THE FOLLOWING):   
 

1. Letter dated March 31, 2016 from Mario Poggi, Sussex Borough Historian to Joe 
Biuso, Director Sussex County Facilities Management concerning the historic Marker 
on Main Street. 

2. Letter dated March 17, 2016 received from Ronald Petillo, SCMUA Chairman to the 
Mayor and Council concerning the Sussex Borough’s force main pipe.  

3. Resolution Dated March 28, 2016 from the Town of Newton supporting the Sussex 
County CLEAR Program – Community Law Enforcement Addiction Recovery. 
 

REPORTS (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF THE FOLLOWING): 
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1. Recreation Committee minutes from January 12, 2016. 
2. Delinquent Utility Properties Report as of April 1, 2016. 
3. Unpaid Utility Properties Report as of April 1, 2016. 
4. Water Shut Off Report as of April 1, 2016. 
 

APPLICATIONS (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 
RESOLUTIONS: (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 

1. Payment of bills for the meeting of April 5, 2016. 
 
Upon roll call vote of consent agenda as amended: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
Mrs. Masson made a motion to accept correspondence item number 2 on the Consent 
Agenda of April 5, 2016 “Letter dated March 17, 2016 received from Ronald Petillo, SCMUA 
Chairman to the Mayor and Council concerning the Sussex Borough’s force main pipe.”  
Motion seconded by Mr. Holowach.  
There was a discussion concerning the sewer force main pipe and lawsuit against the 
construction of the water treatment plant.   
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None  
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Mr. Gerry Gardner from Houser Engineering presented an update of the Water and Sewer 
Utility. The main topic of discussion was the land acquisition for the water pipeline from Lake 
Rutherford to the treatment plant. Mr. Gardner reviewed some alterative options to the water 
pipeline. Methods to reduce the Trihalomethanes within the water system were discussed. Mr. 
Gardner updated the Governing Body of the current and proposed work at the water treatment 
plant.  
 
OPEN PUBLIC SESSION 
 
Mrs. Masson made a motion to open the meeting to the public for any questions or 
comments concerning the report on the water/sewer utility. Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
There being no one present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mr. Decker made 
a motion to close the meeting to the public. Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll 
All were in favor. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC SESSION #1 
  
Mr. Decker made a motion to open the meeting to the public for any questions or comments 
concerning items on the agenda for which no public discussion is provided. All comments 
should be directed to the Mayor and are limited to 5 minutes with a total of 10 minutes for 
the Council to discuss. Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll  
All were in favor. 
 
Mr. Bill Gettler, 98 Gemmer Road Wantage, addressed the governing body regarding the 
High Point School Board meetings and offered more comments concerning their budget. 



SUSSEX BOROUGH MAYOR AND COUNCIL MINUTES 

Page 4 of 8 of the minutes of April 5, 2016 

There being no one else present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mrs. Masson 
made a motion to close the meeting to the public. Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll  
All were in favor.  
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
There was no old business discussed at this time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 

 
Mrs. Masson made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of the Regular Meeting and 
Executive Session held on March 15, 2016. Motion seconded by Mr. Holowach  
 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to table the meeting minutes of the Regular Meeting and 
Executive Session held on March 15, 2016.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll 
 
Upon roll call vote to table: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 

       
Resolution 2016-101R - Waiver of Reading in Full of the 2016 Budget  

 
Mr. Meyer made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-101R waiving the reading in full, of the 
Municipal Budget for the year ending December 31, 2016. Motion seconded by Mr. Decker 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
Resolution 2016-102R - Introduction of the 2016 Municipal Budget  

 
Mr. Dykstra made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-102R introducing the FY 2016 Municipal 
Budget for the Borough of Sussex. Motion seconded by Mr. Meyer 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 

 
Resolution 2016-103R – 2015 Tonnage Grant Application  

 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-103R hereby endorsing the 
submission of the recycling tonnage grant application to the NJDEP.  Motion seconded by Mr. 
Dykstra 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 

 
Resolution 2016-104R - Water Sewer Rate Structure Committee  

 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-104R approving the Mayor’s 
appointments for the Water Sewer Rate Structure Committee for 2016. 
Motion seconded by Mr. Meyer 
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Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: Meyer 
Absent: None 

 
Resolution 2016-105R – Child Abuse Prevention Month  

 
Mr. Decker made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-105R proclaiming April 2016 as Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. Motion seconded by Mrs. Masson 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 

 
Resolution 2016-106R – Fire Department Roadside Collection  

 
Mr. Decker made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-106R permitting the Sussex Fire 
Department to conduct roadway collection for donations, within the Borough, on dates specified 
in the resolution. Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 

 
Resolution 2016-107R – Issuance of $75,000 Bond Anticipation Notes  

 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-107R authorizing the issuance of not 
exceeding $75,000 bond anticipation notes of the Borough of Sussex, County of Sussex, New 
Jersey Motion seconded by Mr. Meyer 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 

 
Resolution 2016-108R - Authorizing Refunds   

 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-108R authorizing the refunds of  
$14,629.77 to US Bank Cust for PFS Financial 1 LLC, for redemption of tax sale certificate # 13-
01 and $11,500.00 to US Bank Cust for PFS Financial 1 LLC, for return of premium paid for tax 
sale certificate #13-01 Motion seconded by Mr. Dykstra 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 

 
Resolution 2016-109R – Cancel Ordinance 2015-11  

 
Mr. Decker made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-109R canceling Ordinance 2015-11-
Purchase of DPW Truck in the amount of $80,000.  Motion seconded by Mr. Holowach 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
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Resolution 2016-112R – Second Quarter 2016 Water/Sewer Adjustments  
 

Mr. Holowach made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-112R approving water/sewer 
adjustments for the second quarter 2016. Motion seconded by Mr. Meyer 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
Resolution 2016-113R – Authorizing Refund  

 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-113R authorizing the refund to  
US Bank Cust for Pro Cap III, LLC, Block 302 Lot 4 in the amount of $9,410.49 for redemption 
of tax sale certificate # 13-03. Motion seconded by Mr. Meyer 
    
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
Adoption Ordinance 2016-03 - Establish a Cap Bank 

 
Mr. Dykstra made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2016-03 entitled “CALENDAR YEAR 2016 
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO 
ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14).” Motion seconded by Mr. Holowach              

 
Mayor Little opened the meeting to the public for any questions or concerns regarding 
Ordinance #2016-03 
 
There being no one present who wished to address the governing body, Mayor Little closed the 
meeting to the public. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
Introduction Ordinance 2016-04 – Salary Ordinance 

 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to introduce Ordinance 2016-04 entitled “ORDINANCE FIXING 
THE SALARIES OF CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF 
SUSSEX, COUNTY OF SUSSEX AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY”                                    
Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll   

Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: Masson    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 

FINAL READING: APRIL 19, 2016 
 
Introduction Ordinance 2016-05 – Bond Ordinance Appropriating $1,200,000.00 
 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to introduce Ordinance 2016-05 entitled “BOND ORDINANCE 
APPROPRIATING $1,200,000, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,200,000 BONDS 
OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH, FOR VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS OR PURPOSES 
AUTHORIZED TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE BOROUGH OF SUSSEX, IN THE COUNTY OF 
SUSSEX, NEW JERSEY, FOR THE WATER SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM AND 
THE SANITARY SEWERAGE SYSTEM OF THE BOROUGH.” 
Motion seconded by Mr. Meyer 
Upon roll call vote: 
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Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
FINAL READING: APRIL 19, 2016 
 
Introduction Ordinance 2016-06 - $130,400 from Capital Improvement Funds 

 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to introduce Ordinance 2016-06 entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE BOROUGH OF SUSSEX, SUSSEX COUNTY,NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR 
VARIOUS DPW EQUIPMENT AND REPAIRS APPROPRIATING $80,000.00 FROM THE 
GENERAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND AND $50,400 FROM THE WATER/SEWER 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND”      Motion seconded by Mr. Decker 

Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 

FINAL READING: APRIL 19, 2016 

OPEN PUBLIC SESSION #2 
 
Mr. Meyer made a motion to open the meeting to the public for any questions or comments 
concerning the good and welfare of the Borough. All comments should be directed to the 
Mayor and are limited to 5 minutes with a total of 10 minutes for the Council to discuss. 
Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll  
All were in favor. 
 
Mr. Ronald Gerstmann, 6 Fourth Street, addressed the governing body regarding the 
Sussex Inn and the tax problems up there. 
 
Mr. David Lambert, 63 Hamburg Avenue, addressed the governing body regarding 57 
Hamburg Avenue and the condition of mentioned property. 
 
There being no one else present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mrs. Stoll 
made a motion to close the meeting to the public. Motion seconded by Mrs. Masson  
All were in favor. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
  
In accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, Mrs. Stoll made a 
motion to adjourn into closed executive session to discuss Potential Foreclosure Litigation, 
Contract Negotiations pertaining to the proposed Lake Rutherford pipeline, and release of 
executive session minutes from February 15, 2011. Motion seconded by Mr. Meyer 
  
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None   
 
After meeting in closed session, the Governing Body returned to their seats at 10:43 p.m. 
and Mrs. Stoll made a motion to adjourn out of closed executive session and to be 
reconvened into open public session. Motion seconded by Mr. Meyer 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None   
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Resolution 2016-110R – Release Closed Session Minutes  

 
Mr. Dykstra made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-110R releasing to the public the closed 
session minutes of February 15, 2011. Motion seconded by Mr. Meyer 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 

 
Resolution 2016-111R – Lien Redemption and Installment Plan  

 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-111R hereby authorizing an 
installment payment plan as set forth on Schedule “A” and subject to the listed requirements 
and conditions.  Motion seconded by Mr. Dykstra 
 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to table Resolution 2016-111R to the next meeting.  Motion 
seconded by Mrs. Stoll 
 
Upon roll call vote to table the resolution: 
Ayes: Dykstra, Holowach, Meyer, Little 
Nays: Decker, Masson, Stoll    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
  
There being no further items for discussion by the Mayor and Council, Mr. Decker made a 
motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded by Mrs. Stoll  
All were in favor.  
 
 
_________________                                 ________________________ 
Katherine Little, Mayor                      Mark Zschack, Municipal Clerk 
 

Date Approved:  July 19, 2016 


