
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

OF THE BOROUGH OF SUSSEX 
HELD AT THE SUSSEX MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

2 MAIN STREET, SUSSEX, NJ 
OCTOBER 4, 2016 

 
Mayor Little called the meeting to order and requested the clerk to call the roll. Upon roll 
call, the following members of the Governing Body were present: Mr. Albert Decker, Mr. 
Frank Dykstra, Mr. Robert Holowach, Mrs. Linda Masson, Mr. Edward Meyer, and Mayor 
Katherine Little  
 
Absent: Mrs. Georgeanna Stoll 
 
Also present: Borough Attorney Mr. Frank McGovern, Esq. of McGovern and Roseman, 
P.A., Michael Restel, Administrator/DPW Supervisor and Mrs. Antoinette Smith, Acting 
Municipal Clerk 
 
Mayor Little led the assembly in the flag salute and requested a moment of silence. 
 
Mayor Little stated “This meeting is being held in compliance with the provisions of the 
Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. It has been properly advertised and 
certified by the Clerk.” 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Mrs. Masson made a motion to approve the agenda for October 4, 2016 as submitted.  
Motion seconded by Mr. Holowach. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Stoll 
 
 
DISCUSSION (Property Maintenance regarding for Abandoned Properties) Mr. Frank 
McGovern stated he was asked last year to draft an ordinance to deal with abandoned 
properties. This is permitted by statute which gives the Borough some power to enforce 
procedures and impose penalties in regard to properties that have been abandoned for six 
months and are becoming a nuisance or problem for the town. It requires registration of 
certain properties particularly by lenders who have taken over properties that have gone 
into foreclosure. This would allow the Borough to monitor and ultimately take action 
regarding properties that are in violation of Property Maintenance or Construction Codes. 
This would also allow the Borough to fine owners or lenders associated with the properties.  
Mrs. Masson stated she was opposed to charging a registration fee as most of these 
properties may already be experiencing financial difficulties. Mr. McGovern stated that the 
Council could amend the fees as they saw fit. As written, there would be an obligation to 
register the property thirty days after it becomes vacant. Mr. Holowach asked if we could 
require registration without charging a fee. Mr. McGovern stated there is an administrative 
burden on the Borough so a fee should be charged. Mrs. Masson and Mr. Meyer discussed 
the possibility of contacting the mortgage holders via tax records. Mr. Holowach stated 
sometimes a mortgage servicer handles the properties. Mr. McGovern stated sometimes 
there is an interim period between abandonment and foreclosure that makes it difficult to 
identify who is responsible. Mr. McGovern also stated the ordinance can be modified to fit 
the needs of the Borough and what the Council would like to include or not include. Mr. 
Dykstra suggested having Planning Board review.  Mr. Holowach and Mrs. Masson 
suggested the Council receive all additional information before the next meeting (i.e. fee 
schedule, suggestions from Council, whether the Tax Collector can send a list of mortgage 
holders for noticing, etc.) and that this item be readdressed at the October 18, 2016 Mayor 
and Council Meeting. All members were in agreement that more information be gathered 
and a more in depth discussion be held. All suggestions will be sent to the Administrator, 
Michael Restel, and the draft ordinance discussed line by line at the next meeting. 
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DISCUSSION (TAP Grant) Michael Restel stated Mr. Steve Welsh attended a seminar for 
Transportation Alternatives Program, this is an alternative to the Transportation Fund that 
was just recently passed.  Mr. Welsh approached them about the streetscapes for Main 
Street and they said yes. This is time sensitive, the application has to be submitted by 
November 10, 2016. Mayor Little stated all the business owners must sign a release letter 
approving this project.  Mr. Restel stated he included Fountain Square and parts of Newton 
Avenue where there are existing businesses. He also stated we received a bid estimate 
from Harold Pellow in 2014 for $244,000.00. Mrs. Masson stated I would like you to look at 
that because it is dated 2014. Mr. Restel replied he has reached out to Mr. Pellow for an 
updated quote but has received no reply to date. Mr. Restel believes the cost could be 
lowered by work able to be done in house. Mrs. Masson replied it is important to have a 
current quote. Mr. Restel added that the letter also states that if we receive no response by 
October 31, 2016 we will assume that you are agreeable to the work and we will proceed 
accordingly. There was a discussion about whether or not to include Baker’s Pharmacy as 
they have recently redone their sidewalks. It was the consensus of the Council to provide 
the same letter to Baker’s Pharmacy and allow them to decide whether or not they would 
like their sidewalks to be included in the Grant Project. 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
A Resolution for Sussex Fire Department’s 120th Anniversary was read by Mayor Little. 
 

BOROUGH OF SUSSEX RESOLUTION 
WHEREAS, The Governing Officials, Employees and Residents of Sussex. 
New Jersey,  are pleased to honor the Sussex Fire Department as it celebrates its 
One Hundred Twentieth Anniversary during the Ninety-Sixth  Sussex County 
Firefighters Annual Inspection Day and Parade on October 1, 2016; and, 
 
WHEREAS, The Sussex Fire Department firefighters have worked diligently and with 
steadfast commitment, for the past twelve decades, to ensure the safety and well-
being of the residents of the Borough of Sussex and Wantage Township areas; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Originally established as the Wallkill Hose Company and the Protection 
Hook and Ladder Company in 1896, the two organizations were merged in 1937 to 
become what is known today as the Sussex Fire Department; and, 
 
WHEREAS, The Sussex Fire Department has prospered and grown continually each 
year, improving the Department by adding to the firefighting equipment, gear and 
technique and its motto, "Always Ready and Willing”, with pride; and, 
 
WHEREAS, The strength and success of the Sussex  Borough community depends 
greatly upon such organizations, exemplified by the Sussex Fire Department and its 
members, who have proven themselves to be models of excellence in duty and 
performance; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Sussex Borough recognizes the remarkable and exceptional devotion of 
the firefighters of the Sussex Fire Department on the memorable occasion of its One 
Hundred Twentieth Anniversary; and, 
 
Now, Therefore Be it Resolved by the Borough  of Sussex, New Jersey hereby 
congratulates, commends and applauds the brave firefighters, both past and 
present, of the Sussex Fire Department  for all their years of devoted service to the 
community, and extends sincere best wishes for continued success in the future; 
and, 
 
Be It Further Resolved that a duly authenticated copy of this resolution, signed and 
dated, be presented to the Sussex Fire Department on this historic occasion. 
 
  
October 1, 2016 
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COMMITTEE & LIAISON REPORTS: Mayor Little opened the floor to each member of the 
Council to offer their respective committee reports.  
 
Mrs. Masson stated that she would like to mention regarding the Grant Committee the 
$400,000 grant for Lake Rutherford Dam the ERR/EA reports must be submitted before we 
can request the release of the money. Mayor Little asked Michael Restel if he would like to 
make comments regarding the meeting held with Chris Adams of Civil Dynamics. Mr. Restel 
stated we met with Chris Adams on October 3, 2016, the application was submitted and 
Bruce Benton of the DEP requested additional items including approval from the NJHPO 
and all Federal Wetlands regulations be met.  In addition an eight step process needs to be 
done. Mrs. Masson stated that was not a recent request.  Mayor Little stated Civil Dynamics 
is working on all the items required and that it will not be a problem to get everything 
together.  Mrs. Masson stated there is a concern that the recent request for a grant for the 
pipeline there may be a problem because we haven’t finished everything we needed to do 
regarding the Lake Rutherford Dam grant. Mrs. Masson stated she is aware there was a lot 
of delays but she is just stating the importance of the matter. Mayor Little was of the 
understanding that this would not affect our other grants. Mrs. Masson stated that wasn’t 
what she was told by the grant writer. Mr. Meyer asked if that was something the Council 
should have Michael Restel look into. Mayor Little stated we certainly could, she also stated 
she had spoken with Senator Oroho on Saturday at the parade concerning the burden 
being placed on the Borough by conditions being added after we have already thought we 
had the grant. Mrs. Masson asked if Senator Oroho could help with this matter. The Mayor 
stated we are working with him and his representative, Helen. Mayor Little is expecting a 
call from someone from the State tomorrow regarding this matter. 
 
Mr. Meyer offered no report at this time. 
 
Mrs. Stoll: absent 
 
Mr. Dykstra stated he tried to attend the September 27, 2016 Board of Health meeting but 
no meeting was held. 
 
Mr. Holowach stated that the water plant has an issue with one of the flocculation tanks with 
the motor. He was there on Friday with a repair company, they are working toward a 
solution. Mayor Little asked if he received the email stating R & R Pump may have a way to 
fix it. Michael Restel stated there is now a direct drive for the motor mount.  
 
Mrs. Stoll entered the dais at 8:04 pm. 
 
Mr. Holowach (cont’d) The DPW did a stellar job for parade preparation for set up in the 
morning, clean up in the afternoon, they did a terrific job. All the new banners and flags 
were hung the week prior to the parade. They put in a very long day. The DPW also did an 
excellent job on the work for the parking lot at 3 East Main Street.  We had two sewer lateral 
issues the weekend of the 23rd. One Friday night and one Sunday, again two very long 
nights. The DPW dealt with the issues and got everything back together. The break Friday, 
October 23 was on Newton Avenue and the break Sunday afternoon was at Brookside 
Park. There were two breaks within ten feet of each other. Michael Restel stated he 
received a quote for the roof for the Theatre from Rosselli Roofing for $54,650. Mr. Restel 
also stated he spoke to someone from Waterloo Village about getting other quotes. The 
Borough hydrant flushing is scheduled to be done on October 17-21 and October 24-28 and 
meter readings will be done the 3rd through the 8th of October. The HVAC ducts in the 
Municipal Building have been cleaned, the furnace was serviced and the DPW is getting 
ready for winter. Mr. Holowach stressed the fact that the DPW did an outstanding job with 
all the extra work for the parade. 
 
Mr. Decker offered no report at this time. 
 
Mayor Little stated the Finance Committee met to review the vouchers and all their 
questions were answered. Mayor Little did not attend the Solid Waste Advisory and Water 
Quality Management Meeting, nor the Board of Chosen Freeholders Meeting. The Clove 
Brook/Clove Lake Committee has two items for consideration on the agenda tonight. The 
Personnel Committee will be setting up a meeting within the next two weeks to discuss 
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some matters that need to be addressed in the Personnel Policy. Mayor Little stated the 
Parade was a grand day. There was a glitch in the beginning with one of the fire trucks, but 
rain stopped and it was a glorious sight to see. It is wonderful that all those people volunteer 
their time to keep their communities safe. Mayor Little reiterated that our DPW did an 
exemplary job helping out in any way they could. Mayor Little was at the break on Newton 
Avenue, it is on a Borough easement. There was a meeting on Friday September, 23 with 
the NJ Herald regarding the parade, and on Saturday the photographer came and took 
pictures. Mayor Little had a meeting with two representatives from St. Clare’s Hospital. They 
are interested in having occupational medicine and urgent care at the facility located in  
Sussex Borough. 
 
Mrs. Stoll stated that the Recreation Committee is meeting next week to discuss the 
Halloween and Holiday Events.  
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
  
Mayor Little requested that the Governing Body review the consent agenda.  If any member of 
the Council desires an item to be removed, the Municipal Clerk shall remove said item, which 
will then be considered separately. 
 

Mrs. Masson made a motion to remove the list of bills for the October 4, 2016 meeting. 
Motion seconded by Mr. Holowach. 
 
Upon roll call vote to remove bills list: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to approve the consent agenda for October 4, 2016. Motion 
seconded by Mr. Dykstra. 
 
Upon roll call vote as originally presented: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
CORRESPONDENCE (ACCEPTANCE, FOR FILING ONLY, OF THE FOLLOWING):  
 

1. Thank you note from Annmarie Shafer, Center for Prevention & Counseling. 
 

REPORTS (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 

1. Sussex County Water Quality Management Policy Advisory Committee Minutes for          
February 11, 2016, April 14, 2016, May 12, 2016. 
2. Delinquent Utility Properties report as of September 30, 2016. 
3. Unpaid Utility Properties report as of September 30, 2016. 
4. Water Shut Off report as of September 30, 2016. 
 

APPLICATIONS (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 
 NONE 
 
RESOLUTIONS: (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 

1. Payment of bills for the meeting of October 4, 2016. 
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OPEN PUBLIC SESSION #1 
  
Mrs. Stoll made a motion to open the meeting to the public for any questions or comments 
concerning items on the agenda for which no public discussion is provided. All comments 
should be directed to the Mayor and are limited to a total of 10 minutes for the Council to 
discuss. Motion seconded by Mrs. Masson.  
 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
Mr. Decker made a motion to close the meeting to the public. Motion seconded by Mrs. 
Masson.  
 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Resolution 2016-182R – Issuance of $2,200,000 Bond Anticipation Notes 
 
No motion was made. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of the Regular Meeting and 
Executive Session held on September 20, 2016.(Absent-Decker) Motion seconded by Mr. 
Meyer.  
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: Decker 
Absent: None 
 
Resolution 2016-202R – Capital Budget Amendment 
 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-202R authorizing the amendment of the 

2016 capital budget. Motion seconded by Mr. Meyer.  
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Meyer 
Nays: Masson, Stoll 

Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
Resolution 2016-205R – Contract Amendment Agra Environmental 

 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-205R authorizing Execution of 
Amendment to Agreement for Water Plant and Distribution System Operator between the 
Borough of Sussex and Agra Environmental and Laboratory Services. Motion seconded by Mr. 
Dykstra. 

 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
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Resolution 2016-206R – Increase Membership of Clove Lake/Clove Brook Maintenance 
Committee  
 
Mrs. Stoll made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-206R authorizing the Clove Lake/Clove 
Brook Maintenance Committee to increase their membership. Motion seconded by Mr. 
Holowach. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Stoll 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: Meyer 
Absent: None 
                      
Resolution 2016-207R – Request to Construct a Pavilion at Clove Lake 

 
Mrs. Stoll made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-207R approving a request from the Clove 
Lake/Clove Brook Maintenance Committee to construct a pavilion at Clove Lake. The motion 
was not seconded. 
 
Resolution 2016-208R – Renewal of the Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council 

 
Mr. Decker made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-208R to renew the contract with the Morris 

County Cooperative Pricing Council. Motion seconded by Mr. Holowach.   

Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll    
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
Resolution 2016-209R – Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant 
Contract with the NJDOT for TAP 

 
Mrs. Masson made a motion Resolution 2016-209R to submit a grant application and execute a 
grant contract with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the Transportation 
Alternatives Program for sidewalk replacement on Main Street, Fountain Square, and Newton 
Avenue. Motion seconded by Mr. Holowach. 

 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None   
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
Resolution 2016-210R - Establishing Certain Procedures Regarding Additions and 
Amendments of Agendas for Regular Council Meetings 

 
Mr. Holowach made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-210R establishing certain procedures 
regarding additions and amendments of agendas for regular council meetings. Motion seconded 
by Mr. Meyer.   
 

Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Dykstra, Holowach, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: Decker, Masson   
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None 
 
OPEN PUBLIC SESSION #2 
 
Mr. Decker made a motion to open the meeting to the public for any questions or comments 
concerning the good and welfare of the Borough. All comments should be directed to the 
Mayor and are limited to a total of 10 minutes for the Council to discuss. Motion seconded 
by Mr. Holowach.  
 
All were in favor. 



SUSSEX BOROUGH MAYOR AND COUNCIL MINUTES 

Page 7 of 7 of the minutes of October 4, 2016 

There being no one else present who wished to address the Governing Body, a motion to 
close the meeting to the public was in order. 
 
All were in favor. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
  
In accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, Mrs. Stoll made a 
motion to adjourn into closed executive session to discuss contract negotiations, purchase of 

real property, and personnel matters. Motion seconded by Mr. Meyer.  
 
Ayes: Decker, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Meyer, Stoll 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 
Absent: None  
 
After meeting in closed session, the Governing Body returned to their seats at 9:12 p.m. 
and Mr. Dykstra made a motion to adjourn out of closed executive session and to be 
reconvened into open public session. Motion seconded by Mr. Meyer. 
All in favor. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
  
There being no further items for discussion by the Mayor and Council, Mrs. Stoll made a 
motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded by Mrs. Masson.  
All were in favor.  
 
 
_________________                            ___________________________ 

Katherine Little, Mayor                 Antoinette Smith, Acting Municipal Clerk 

 

Date Approved: 


